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INTRODUCTION 
In the concluding pages of The South Throucfh Time. 
John B. Boles mentions the continuing distinctiveness of 
the South as a region and Southerners as Americans. More 
than a century after the end of slavery differences still 
seem to exist between Southerners and people in other parts 
of the nation. Boles states that better educated, more 
urban, well-traveled, affluent Southerners seem likely to 
be less distinctive from other Americans, but citing the 
work of John Shelton Reed, he notes this is not the case.1 
Southernness is not isolated to people who spend their 
entire life living and traveling only in the South. 
In his work, Southerners: The Social Psychology of 
Sectionalism, Professor Reed discussed why well traveled 
Southerners exhibited a greater sense and value of their 
Southernness. The essence of Reed's description breaks 
down into two variables, tradition-orientation and regional 
consciousness. The former describes the value that someone 
places on his past, and the latter describes the awareness 
1
 John B. Boles, The South Through Time (Englewood 
Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1995), 523. 
2 
that someone possesses for the distinctive features of the 
area in which he lives. Reed showed that a tradition- 
valuing Southerner who spent time outside the South was 
able to see his Southernness more clearly against the 
backdrop of his different surroundings.2 
Reed's sociological study led Boles to ask two 
important questions for the historian, and questions that 
this thesis will consider. First, "What are the origins of 
this resilient sense of Southernness," and second, "Of what 
does it consist?"3 
The Joneses were an affluent, mobile. Southern family 
who traveled up and down the eastern seaboard. Reverend 
Charles Colcock Jones went to college in the North and he 
sent his son Charles Colcock Jones, Jr. to college there as 
well. The younger Jones not only traveled to the North 
frequently, but he also lived in New York City for eleven 
years. Many Southerners lived in the North for long 
periods of time, but Jones's stay is significant 
particularly in the context of resilient Southernness. 
2
 John S. Reed, Southerners: The Social Psychology of 
Sectionalism (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1983), 53. 
3
 Boles, South Through Time, 523. 
Prior to going to New York, Jones served as an officer with 
the Confederate forces in Georgia during the Civil War. 
Following his return from New York, Jones became one of the 
leading advocates in the state of Georgia for the "Old 
South." How could this Confederate officer who had fought 
against "Yankees" in the Civil War join them in the North 
after the war? Furthermore, why did Jones return to the 
South and become such an "unreconstructed rebel?" The key 
to Jones's resilient Southernness lies in the work of John 
Shelton Reed. Although Jones predates Reed's survey by 100 
years, he fits nicely into the analysis. 
Historians acknowledge Charles Colcock Jones, Jr. for 
two main reasons. First, he was a historian and an 
archeologist who produced eighty literary works dealing 
primarily with Georgia and the Confederacy. Several of the 
works have been reprinted, and some as late as the 1980s. 
Second, Jones is known for his leadership role in the "Old 
South" movement. Some historians consider Jones to be the 
most "unx-econstructed rebel" in the history of the state of 
Georgia. 
In the limited secondary works available on Jones, the 
authors primarily deal with his writing accomplishments and 
his speeches defending the Old South. The events of 
4 
Jones's life that shaped his resilient Southernness have 
not been adequately explored. Jones's son, Charles 
Edgeworth, wrote the first of these secondary works. In a 
few pages, Edgeworth Jones summarized the events of his 
father's life and listed his works.4 In 1911, he 
republished a shortened version of his article in Men of 
Mark in Georgia.5 
In 1935, John D. Wade wrote the next article that 
deals with Jones. He considered Robert L. Dabney, Albert 
T. Bledsoe, and Charles C. Jones, Jr. as men who would not 
compromise the values of the Old South to the changes of 
the New South.6 His primary goal was to contrast the 
conservative agricultural society of the Old South against 
4
 Charles E. Jones, "Col. Charles C. Jones, Jr., LL. 
D., Late of Augusta, Ga.," The Gulf States Historical 
Magazine 1 (March 1903): 301-310. 
5
 Charles E. Jones, "Charles Colcock Jones, Jr.," Men 
of Mark in Georgia: a Complete and Elaborate History of the 
State from its Settlement to the Present Time, Chiefly Told 
in Biographies and Autobiographies of the Most Eminent Men 
of Each Period of Georgia's Progress and Development 
(Atlanta: A.B. Caldwell, 1911), 458-463. 
6
 John D. Wade, "Old Wine in New Bottles," Virginia 
Quarterly Review 11 (Fall 1935): 239-252; Robert L. Dabney 
wanted to begin a colony of Southerners in another land. 
Albert T. Bledsoe defended "the Southern cause" in a 
magazine he started in Baltimore. Charles C. Jones, Jr. 
wrote many historical monographs on the Southern topics and 
delivered "countless" speeches defending the Old South. 
5 
"speed and mass" representing the New South. During the 
same year as the publication of Wade's article, Hamilton F. 
Moore wrote an M.A. thesis entitled, "Charles C. Jones, 
Jr., Romanticist."7 In his thesis, Moore contrasts the Old 
South and the New South and discusses the resulting 
conflicts. The discussion of Jones's writings and ideas is 
interspersed among explanations of the conditions in the 
North and South. 
The next secondary work on Jones appeared in 1943. 
James C. Bonner wrote a critical review of Jones's works as 
a historian in "Charles Colcock Jones: The Macaulay of the 
South."K In 1958, Neil S. Penn wrote the longest of any 
work on Jones in his M.A. thesis, "Charles Colcock Jones, 
Jr., Georgia Archeologist, Collector, and Historian."9 As 
the title suggests, Penn dealt mainly with Jones's writings 
and the period of his life after 1877. 
Hamilton F. Moore, "Charles Colcock Jones, Jr., 
Romanticist" (M.A. thesis, University of Georgia, 1935). 
8
 James C. Bonner, "Charles Colcock Jones: The Macaulay 
of the South," Georgia Historical Quarterly 27 (Winter 
1943): 324-338. 
9
 Neil S. Penn, "Charles Colcock Jones, Jr., Georgia 
Archeologist, Collector, and Historian" (M.A. thesis, Duke 
University, 1958). 
6 
The conflicting value systems of the Old South and the 
New South were the subject of "Charles C. Jones, Jr., and 
the KLost Cause'" by Michael M. Cass.10 He focuses almost 
entirely on speeches made by Jones in the 1880s. Finally, 
James W. Berry discusses the early period of Jones's life 
in his dissertation, "Growing up in the Old South: the 
Childhood of Charles Colcock Jones, Jr."11 Berry combines 
the Jones's early experiences with an in-depth analysis on 
life in Liberty County giving more attention to the latter 
topic. 
One more work that deals with Jones is worth 
mentioning. Gaines M. Foster wrote Ghosts of the 
Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost Cause, and the Emergence of 
the New South in 1987.12 Foster considers Jones to be a 
champion of Old South ideals, but he also criticizes Jones 
for being inconsistent. He writes that when Jones went to 
10
 Michael M. Cass, "Charles C. Jones, Jr., and the 
'Lost Cause,Georgia Historical Quarterly 55 (Summer 
1971) : 222-233 . 
11
 James W. Berry, "Growing Up in the Old South: the 
Childhood of Charles C. Jones, Jr." (Ph.D. diss., Princeton 
University, 1981). 
12
 Gaines M. Foster, Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, 
the Lost Cause, and the Emergence of the New South, 1865 to 
1913 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987), 82-87. 
7 
New York immediately following the Civil War, it was 
"hardly a position of total defiance."13 
Foster's remark raises an important question 
concerning the "unreconstructed rebel" Jones. Was his 
eleven-year sojourn in New York the result of an 
inconsistent loyalty or was it a period that eventually 
resulted in greater loyalty to the South? As Foster 
contends, Jones may have been inconsistent to go to New 
York. On the other hand, Jones would not have been the man 
he was without going to New York. 
John D. Wade commented in his article that 
"remarkably" Jones, as well as Dabney and Bledsoe, could 
see the changes between the Old and the New South "clearly" 
and "talk about it pointedly" in spite of the "wild frenzy 
of war and reconstruction."14 Since John S. Reed published 
his works forty years after the article, Wade did not know 
the implications of what he wrote. Jones could see clearly 
because the South he knew intimately was the South of 1865. 
Although Jones was acquainted with the South over the next 
eleven years, he spent the majority of his time in New York 
" Ibid, 74. 
14
 Wade, "Old Wine in New Bottles," 244. 
8 
City during the period of political Reconstruction. When 
Jones returned to the South, he found a tremendous contrast 
between life in the region of 1877 and the one he left in 
1865. Because he was absent during Reconstruction, Jones 
was literally an "unreconstructed rebel." 
Although Jones returned to Georgia and advocated the 
values of the Old South, does his stay in New York 
disqualify from him being remembered as an "unreconstructed 
rebel?" The idea for this thesis began with that question 
and developed into a study of the eleven-year period that 
Jones spent in New York City. None of the authors 
discussed above, with the exception of Penn, explored the 
events of Jones's life during his stay in New York. This 
writer believes that Jones's "sojourn in the land of the 
enemy"15 was critical. 
Although the eleven years are important to 
understanding Jones, focusing entirely on his northern 
sojourn leaves out many character-shaping influences. In 
New York City, Jones certainly could not have learned to 
place as great a value on Southern tradition as he did. 
Before going to New York, Jones had to fight for something 
1
'
j
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Henry R. Jackson, February 
9, 1874, quoted in Penn, "Georgia Archeologist," 39. 
9 
during the Civil War. Strong influences of Southern 
tradition were very active in Jones's life prior to his 
stay in New York City. 
Many of the characteristics of Southernness identified 
by Professor Reed appear in the life of Charles C. Jones, 
Jr. As a Southerner, Jones's extreme tradition-orientation 
and regional consciousness resulted in his staunch defense 
of the "Lost Cause." Studying Jones gives a clearer 
picture of what the "resilient sense of Southernness 
consists," and it leads the student of history toward the 
origins of resilient Southern thought.16 
This thesis will examine the events of the life of 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. to 1877, paying particular attention 
to his status as a prominent member of Georgia society. 
Jones experienced several events throughout his life that 
contributed to his sense of Southernness and his 
resilience. The events fit well into the thesis of John 
Shelton Reed. Research sources include Jones's letters, 
tax records, speeches, and writings as well as newspapers 
and secondary sources dealing with Jones, Georgia history, 
New York City history, and Southern history. By examining 
1
 Boles, South Through Time, 523. 
10 
Jones, the author hopes to gain a better understanding of 
the concept of "resilient Southernness." 
CHAPTER 1 
CHILDHOOD AND EDUCATION 
The resilient Southernness of Charles Colcock Jones, 
Jr. actually started with his father. Reverend Charles 
Colcock Jones. While studying at Andover College in 
Massachusetts, Rev. Jones was known as "half-Yankee half- 
Southerner.He did not appreciate his title, but he could 
not deny the truth. Jones was Southern born and bred, but 
he also had a "Yankee" aversion to slavery. He decided to 
complete his studies at the seminary of Princeton 
University in New Jersey. Because the school was a 
favorite institution among wealthy Southern families, Jones 
could socialize with his people and reaffirm his Southern 
identity,' In "Missionary to Plantation Slaves," Eduard N. 
Loring states, "[For Jones] the year at Princeton, in fact, 
might be seen as a year of transition from Yankee to 
Eduard N. Loring, "Charles C. Jones: Missionary to 
Plantation Slaves, 1831-1847" (Ph.D. diss., Vanderbilt 
University, 1976), 54. 
2
 F. N. Boney, Southerners All (Macon: Mercer 
University Press, 1990), 29. 
11 
12 
Southerner."3 On the other hand, he still held his 
position against slavery as a member of one of the campus 
anti-slavery societies.4 
John Shelton Reed describes experiences like that of 
Rev. Jones at Andover as "consciousness-raising."5 After 
recognizing the difference between the Northern region and 
the Southern region. Rev. Jones valued his tradition enough 
to align himself with the South. He measures high in 
regional consciousness and adequately in tradition 
orientation although Jones was selective concerning 
Southern traditions. With the exception of slavery, Jones 
identified himself with Southerners who were "sociable, 
learned, and pious" - Bertram Wyatt-Brown's description of 
gentility in the Old South.6 
Rev. Jones made a choice few Southerners ever 
consciously considered. He chose to identify himself with 
3
 Loring, "Missionary to Plantation Slaves," 54. 
4
 James Oakes, The Ruling Race: A History of American 
Slaveholders (New York: Vintage Books, 1982), 107. 
5
 John S. Reed, Southerners: The Social Psychology of 
Sectionalism (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1983), 33. 
6
 Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor: Ethics and 
Behavior in the Old South (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1982), 89. 
13 
the South by returning to Georgia rather than staying in 
the North. Although Jones decided to return to the South, 
his choice was conditional. He still did not like slavery 
or the apparent neglect of the slaves in spiritual matters. 
Therefore, Rev. Jones began to work among his Presbyterian 
brethren toward the formation of a group of religious 
teachers for the slaves. 
Charles Colcock Jones, Jr. was born into the planter 
elite of Georgia on October 28, 1831, in Savannah. Events 
during the years just prior to his birth began to widen the 
ideological gap between the North and the South. As the 
abolition movement gained momentum in the North, in 1822, 
South Carolina authorities detected an uprising in the 
planning stages led by Denmark Vesey. In the course of 
their investigation, the authorities found that Vesey had 
read an abolitionist speech by Senator Rufus King of New 
York. Armed with King's criticisms of slavery, the people 
of Charleston perceived the literate Vesey as a serious 
threat. ' 
• John B. Boles, The South Through Time: A History of 
an American Region, vol. 1 (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice 
Hall, 1995), 249. 
14 
Another publication that threatened Southern life 
was Walker's Appeal, which encouraged slaves to rebel. 
When some masters found their slaves in possession of 
copies, they were alarmed. William Lloyd Garrison began to 
print the Liberator in 1831, and later that year, Nat 
Turner, a slave and Baptist preacher, led a revolt through 
Southampton County, Virginia. Although Turner's rebellion 
was not representative of most slaves' actions of defiance, 
all slaves around the South felt the repercussions.8 
For valid security reasons, Southern legislatures 
tightened restrictions on slaves, especially in laws 
prohibiting slaves from learning to read and write. The 
local impact of these events on Rev. Jones forced him to 
use oral instruction to meet the spiritual needs of his 
slaves.9 The regional and national impact of these events 
led to a growing distance between how Northerners thought 
of the South and how Southerners thought of the South. 
Regional consciousness began to develop in Southerners and 
Northerners. 
8
 Ibid.. 214. 
9
 Loring, "Missionary to Plantation Slaves," 54. 
15 
At the time Jones's birth, Southern legislatures had 
legally codified most of the harsh realities of slavery 
remembered today. Jones grew up with the laws, so to him 
they were normal and necessary. Although the slave laws 
around the South were restrictive, Charles's father 
balanced the harsh realities of the institution with his 
genuine paternalism toward his slaves. Even Harriet 
Beecher Stowe considered Rev. Jones to be a "conscientious 
slaveholder."10 Although most Southern states had more laws 
restricting slaves than in previous years, Jones's local 
community — his father's plantations — was marked by 
family-like relations between the house servants and their 
masters. 
The Jones children were protected from the evils of 
slavery by their father's paternalism. Rev. Jones showed 
genuine concern for the spiritual welfare of his servants. 
When Charles C. Jones, Jr. was in his first year of 
college, one of the family servants, Jack, lay on his 
deathbed. As Charles approached the servant, he reached 
out his hand and said, "Oh, my young master, this is my 
10
 Ibid. , 370 . 
16 
whole heart."11 In spite of his kindheartedness, Rev. 
Jones was master of his slaves, and he expected their 
unquestioned loyalty. He once said of his carriage driver 
with pride and satisfaction, "Gilbert's religion is 
obedience to his mistress."12 
The balance of discipline and concern from Master 
Jones produced good returns from his lands as a result of 
his laborers' work. Of the seven plantations in Liberty 
County with more than 100 slaves, Rev. Jones's lands 
produced the most ginned cotton as recorded in the 1850 
census. They also grew a large amount of rice compared to 
the other planters in Liberty County. Rev. Jones had 1,270 
acres of land under cultivation, which surpassed all of his 
neighbors' cultivated acreage. In "Growing Up in the Old 
South," James W. Berry states, "Dr. Jones's success, 
particularly that he cultivated more land with fewer 
11
 Rev. C. C. Jones to Col. and Mrs. William Maxwell, 
April 17, 1850, quoted in Robert M. Myers, ed., A Georgian 
at Princeton (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1976), 
5 . 
12
 Robert Q. Mallard, Montevideo—Mavbank: Some Memoirs 
of a Southern Christian Household in the Olden Time; or. 
The Family Life of Rev. Charles Colcock Jones, D.D., of 
Liberty County. Ga. (Richmond: Presbyterian Committee of 
Publication, 1898), 37. 
17 
bondsmen, indicated his ability — and that of his 
overseers — as a manager of slaves."13 
One key to Rev. Jones's success was the fact that he 
did not buy and sell slaves frequently. Robert Q. Mallard 
stated, "There were rarely changes [in servants], save such 
as were made by death."*4 Young Charles never had to 
witness screaming slave children separated from their 
weeping mother, although he was probably aware of stories 
about broken families. 
Rev. and Mrs. Jones had three plantations when Charles 
was born. Maybank Plantation was near the coast on 
Colonel's Island, Montevideo was inland on the North 
Newport River in Liberty County, and Arcadia, the rice 
plantation, was south of Montevideo. A few years after his 
birth, Charles was not the only one exploring the grounds 
of the three plantations. A sister, Mary, and a brother, 
Joseph, joined him. 
Both Charles and his brother were very successful 
later in life as a result of their childhood education. 
'
3
 James W. Berry, "Growing Up in the Old South: The 
Childhood of Charles C. Jones, Jr." (Ph.D. diss., Princeton 
University, 1981), 62. 
14
 Mallard, Montevideo—Maybank, 36. 
18 
While Joseph Jones studied to be a doctor, Charles became 
a man of letters by taking up career as a lawyer and a 
writer. Several years later, Mallard, who married into the 
Jones family, wrote, "The children, early in life, 
developed different tastes, which were wisely consulted, 
and in every reasonable way were gratified. Charles 
Colcock, early manifested a decided literary turn."15 Rev. 
and Mrs. Jones bought books for their children, and hired 
private tutors who resided with the family. The Joneses 
built two schoolhouses for the local children of close 
friends. One schoolhouse was at Montevideo, the Jones's 
winter home, and the other was at Maybank Plantation, their 
summer home. 
Rev. Jones determined the educational curriculum for 
each of his children. In addition to securing intern 
pastors in the area as instructors, Rev. Jones also acted 
as a substitute teacher when no instructor could be found.16 
He insisted on a routine of Bible reading and prayer to 
15
 Ibid. , 13 . 
16
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mary Ruth Jones, May 11, 
1888, quoted in Robert M. Myers, ed., The Children of 
Pride: a True Story of Georgia and the Civil War (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1972), 19-20. 
19 
open the school day.17 Charles C. Jones, Jr. and his 
brother and sister attended school six hours a day, five 
days a week throughout the year. They took holidays only 
on Washington's birthday, Independence Day, and three days 
at Christmas.18 
On their free Saturdays, the Jones boys frequently 
went exploring and received an education of a different 
sort. The sands of Colonel's Island held many old Indian 
relics. Both Charles and Joseph found artifacts and became 
very interested in Indian archeology. On one exploration, 
Charles found a burial-vase that contained the skeleton of 
an Indian infant. From the exquisite craftsmanship of the 
vase, he surmised later that the bones inside were probably 
from the child of an important tribal member.19 The Jones 
boys also found stone tools and many arrowheads. 
Another important part of a Southern boy's education 
was learning to hunt and ride a horse. After searching for 
Indian relics grew tiresome, Charles, Joseph, and their 
white friends from nearby plantations hunted the game of 
17
 Mallard, Montevideo—Maybank, 40. 
8
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mary Ruth Jones, May 11, 
1888, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride, 20. 
19
 Mallard, Montevideo—Maybank, 82. 
20 
the Georgia coast.20 Hunting skill was as much a part of 
a young gentleman's education as book learning. Rev. and 
Mrs. Jones supplied for their sons in the field as they did 
in the classroom. They gave the boys arrows, guns and 
traps, and as they grew older, Charles and Joseph received 
a horse and hunting dogs. On the boys' hunting expeditions 
the elder Joneses always sent a white male to watch over 
the young explorers. If no white person was available to 
chaperon, an older slave would receive the responsibility. 
None of the young slaves joined the Jones boys on 
their expeditions. Charles and Joseph were not allowed to 
play with the slave children. In Southern Honor: Ethics 
and Behavior in the Old South, Bertram Wyatt-Brown notes 
that some Antebellum counselors feared that "contact" 
between the young whites and the non-Christian blacks 
"would undermine the spiritual health of the planters' 
children."21 For obvious reasons, Rev. Jones was very 
conscientious about his children's spiritual welfare. 
In addition to avoiding the immoral influences of 
slave playmates, Charles did not experiment with manhood by 
20
 Berry, "Growing Up in the Old South," 309. 
21
 Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor, 153. 
21 
sleeping with any of the slave women. Although common on 
other plantations of the South, sexual promiscuity was not 
permitted among the Jones men. In fact, in her work on the 
plantation mistress, Catherine Clinton writes that Rev. 
Jones "denounced" a guest for sleeping with one of his 
female slaves. He "was outraged at this defilement."22 
Even guests were subject to the piety of Rev. Jones. 
Charles grew up in the community of Montevideo and Maybank 
where slavery did not seem as harsh as Harriet Beecher 
Stowe portrayed on the plantation of Simon Legree. 
Another important part of Jones's upbringing was 
patriotism. The Joneses were loyal to the ideas of the 
founding fathers, and they practically worshiped George 
Washington. In 1839, while the nation was still fairly 
unified, Mary Jones made her sons vow to defend the Union.23 
Very early in life, Jones learned to value the traditions 
of his family, his region, and his country. 
At the isolated location of Maybank Plantation during 
the summers, the Jones family privately celebrated 
22
 Catherine Clinton, The Plantation Mistress: Woman's 
World in the Old South (New York: Pantheon Books, 1982), 
211. 
23
 Mary Jones to Rev. C. C. Jones, May 26, 1849, quoted 
in Berry, "Growing Up in the Old South," 141. 
Independence Day. The boys gave speeches about their 
great nation and its glorious past. Washington's birthday 
was also a special day. Jones wrote, "On the 22nd of 
February we always repaired to the parade ground of the 
Liberty Independent Troop to listen to the oration and to 
witness the prize contests with saber and pistol."24 
Patriotism often manifested itself in military 
training, and young Charles was excited to start. With hi 
friends, he organized a cavalry unit, and they paraded 
weekly on the plantation lawns. The boys' parents gave 
prizes for skill shown in horsemanship and swordsmanship.25 
In Southern Honor. Bertram Wyatt-Brown states, "A boy had 
duty to ride with expertise."26 
By the time Jones was ready for college, he possessed 
a strong value of his Southern tradition. As long as he 
was in the South, others shared his values. Jones 
considered the best possible world to be the South of his 
early years, and he enjoyed spending time with people like 
him who loved his region. At this point, Jones measured 
24
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mary Ruth Jones, May 11, 
1888, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride, 17. 
" Berry, "Growing Up in the Old South," 141. 
26
 Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor, 155. 
23 
high in tradition orientation, but he had yet to have "a 
consciousness-raising experience." 
Jones spent the first two years of his college 
education at South Carolina College in Columbia while his 
father taught in Columbia Theological Seminary.27 The Jones 
family resided in the city with some of the house servants. 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. with his brother Joseph, continued 
his education at Princeton in 1850.28 Princeton was still a 
favorite university of Southern planters.29 Between 1850 
and 1853, Rev. Jones served as the secretary of the Board 
of Domestic Missions of the Old School Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia.30 Dr. Jones did not solicit the position, 
but he took the opportunity to be close to his sons who 
were just up the coast in New Jersey. Like his time in 
Columbia, Jones was under the close care and influence of 
his father. When he completed his undergraduate education 
in June 1852, he moved to Philadelphia with his family. 
27
 George A. Rogers and R. Frank Saunders, Jr., Swamp 
Water and Wiregrass (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1984), 
49. 
28
 Charles Edgeworth Jones, "Col. Charles C. Jones, 
Jr., LL. D.( Late of Augusta, Ga.," The Gulf States 
Historical Magazine 1 (March 1903): 302. 
29
 Boney, Southerners All, 29. 
30
 Loring, "Missionary to Plantation Slaves," 365. 
24 
While in the city, he began to study law under Samuel H. 
Perkins .31 
In 1853, Jones went to Dane Law School, Harvard 
University. There he met some of the great writers of the 
day — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Jones must have talked to the men after their lectures, 
which made a lasting impression since he subsequently 
corresponded with them in later years. 
At Harvard, Jones also made a good impression on his 
peers with his skills as an orator. They listened as he 
argued several cases in moot court at the law school. In 
his senior year, Jones's classmates elected him as first 
speaker of the senior class. The position resembled the 
Speaker of the House in the House of Representatives in 
Washington, D.C. Jones wrote to his parents of his 
election and good feelings: 
This honor was the more pleasing to me in that in its 
inception and final consummation it was in a great 
degree unexpected and wholly unsolicited. Therefore, 
I esteem it more as an expression of the confidence 
and free will of my fellow students.32 
31
 C. E. Jones, "Charles C. Jones, Jr., Late of 
Augusta, Ga.," 3 03. 
32
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Rev. and Mrs. C. C. Jones, 
September 9, 1854, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride, 
84 . 
2 E 
While in Massachusetts, Jones finally came into 
contact with Northern hostility toward Southern 
institutions. In the spring, 1854, Anthony Burns, a slave 
from Virginia, escaped from his master and made his way to 
Boston. Here Colonel Suttle, owner of the fugitive, caught 
up with Burns. When the city authorities apprehended the 
runaway slave, instead of returning to Virginia, Burns and 
Suttle went to court. To Jones, the case seemed simple and 
direct — and under the federal Fugitive Slave Act it was. 
The events from the first days of the trial 
astonished young Jones. In his record of the proceedings, 
Jones stated that the case involved false testimony 
delivered by witnesses of the defense, false criticisms of 
Colonel Suttle and the whole institution of slavery, and 
slurs upon the South. Jones wrote to his parents, "Mob 
law, perjury, free-soilism, and abolitionism are running 
riot . "33 
While Jones attended the trial, the proceedings 
repeatedly angered him. He could not believe the lies that 
he heard and the animosity that he saw resulting from 
"fanatical abolitionism." The court proceedings were a 
33
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sensation. The Mayor of Boston had to call out a 
volunteer guard to surround the courthouse. Four companies 
of troops were stationed inside the courthouse itself. The 
attorneys for the plaintiff and the defendant came armed 
with pistols !34 
The outcome of the trial was still uncertain after two 
days of proceedings. The attorneys for the defense brought 
in witnesses who testified that they saw Burns in Boston 
three weeks before the slave ran away from his master in 
Virginia. Jones called the testimony "flat perjury." As 
he recalled the trial, Jones wrote, "My blood boiled . . . 
at the vile epithets heaped up upon Colonel Suttle and his 
friend hourly in the courthouse by the counsel."35 Edward 
G. Loring, a commissioner in Boston and a professor at Dane 
Law School, called for firm treatment in relation to Burns. 
During the trial Jones and Suttle became friends, and 
the insults hurled against the Southern slaveholder 
outraged Jones. He described Suttle as "a perfect Virginia 
gentleman, of high standing, well educated, of fine, 
3
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commanding, prepossessing appearance."36 Jones held 
Suttle in high regard not only for his gentlemanly 
demeanor, but also on a regional level "as only a 
Southerner can know for his brother Southerner when he 
finds him in a land of abolitionists, conspiring not only 
against his property but his life."37 
The trial in Boston caused Jones to be doubly aware of 
his Southernness as studied by John S. Reed. First, Jones 
became very group-conscious of Southerners as he 
experienced the hotly contested differences between the 
North and the South. Second, Jones became very self- 
conscious of his own Southernness as evidenced by his 
friendship and association with Colonel Suttle.38 Jones was 
so distraught over the trial and the events surrounding it 
that he wrote to his father to expect him to be a 
"confirmed disunionist" when he returned home." 
The presiding judge at the trial, Edward G. Loring, 
decided that Burns had to return to Virginia with his 
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master. The commotion in "Yankeedom," as Jones called 
Boston, subsided. After hearing the verdict, preachers 
delivered sermons bitterly attacking the South, her men and 
her institutions. Although they could do nothing about the 
federal law, the Bostonians still resented the Fugitive 
Slave Act that caused their defeat.40 
Many people in Boston severely criticized Judge Loring 
— even some of his students. They started to hiss as 
Professor Loring entered the lecture hall, while many of 
the other students drowned out the noise with their loud 
cheers and clapping. As Jones celebrated, he could not 
help but notice the hissing. He wrote, 
I could scarcely refrain from leaving my seat and 
forcibly ejecting from the room, by a stout 
application of boot leather, a puny scoundrel who was 
hissing in one corner of the room. But respect for 
the school and myself forbade such a course.41 
The commotion ended, and Jones concentrated on his studies. 
While at Harvard, Jones roomed with John Sale. In a 
letter to his mother, Jones described Sale as a 
kindhearted, studious, handsome gentleman. Jones also had 
to mention that his friend was from the South. He wrote, 
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"Besides, he is a Georgian, and here there is magic in 
that name — a magnetic influence which unites us 'to the 
manner born' in a common bond of brotherhood."4'" Jones 
identified with John Sale on a regional level much like he 
did with Colonel Suttle. Sale eventually moved to Augusta 
where he later introduced Jones to several important 
people. 
During his last summer in Boston, Jones had another 
consciousness-raising experience.43 He found the "Yankee" 
celebration of American Independence to be less meaningful 
than the Southern celebration. On July 4, 1854, Jones 
longed to be on the parade ground of the Liberty 
Independent Troop listening to a grand oration. He 
commented that "Yankee" patriotism seemed to be "a lot of 
smoke."44 Jones was not aware of any scheduled speeches or 
patriotic orations in the Northern celebration. All he had 
heard about were fireworks and floral processions. Jones 
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wrote, "For my part, I prefer some other more 
intellectual celebration."45 
In spite of his feelings about "Yankee" patriotism, 
Jones did reserve some affection for Northerners who had a 
curiosity for uniquely Southern goods and therefore in a 
round about way his tradition. During his terms at 
Harvard, Jones made some "Yankee" friends who endeared 
themselves to him enough to receive gifts like cotton, 
rice, sugarcane, and other crops. Jones wanted to present 
these things to friends who he believed would consider them 
as "very valuable presents."46 Jones spent many evenings 
entertaining his associates with stories about alligators 
and other Southern creatures. 
Jones completed his education at Harvard and returned 
to Savannah in January 1855. He went to work at the 
successful law firm of John Elliot Ward and George Savage 
Owens. Jones's introductory visit with the lawyers was 
very short because the office was jammed with clients. 
46
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Ward was so busy that he hired Jones without even reading 
his letters of introduction.47 
Under Ward's direction, Jones studied for his 
examination before the Georgia bar. From January until May 
in 1855, Jones applied himself to the task. Jones passed 
the exam in May. Later that summer, Jones presented his 
first case for no fee.48 This gentlemanly act greatly 
pleased his parents and signaled the success of Jones's 
upbringing and education. 
Jones had much to learn besides law from John Elliot 
Ward. Mr. Ward had experience in several leadership 
positions that Jones would later fill or consider filling. 
When Jones returned to Savannah, Ward was mayor of the 
city.49 Almost immediately upon Jones's return, Ward was 
also appointed captain of the Chatham Artillery, a unit 
which Jones later served as lieutenant. 
During his early years, Jones learned the essential 
elements of Southernness. He understood the paternalistic 
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relationship between slave and master. Jones knew how to 
be a gentleman. He was very loyal to the traditions of hi 
region, and he was ready to defend them. 
While at Princeton and studying law in Philadelphia, 
family ties insulated Jones from Northern criticisms of 
Southern institutions, but at Harvard, Jones witnessed 
abolitionism first hand. During his time in Massachusetts 
the life of a slaveholder that Jones accepted was brought 
under indictment for being harsh and hypocritical, but 
Jones's personal verdict on his lifestyle was "not guilty. 
Upon his return home, Jones immediately told everyone how 
different the North was from the South. 
On March 1, 1855, Jones wrote a letter to the editor 
entitled "The Proscription and Impeachment of Judge Loring 
of Boston." Jones told the events of the trial of Anthony 
Burns, the lawful judgment of Edward G. Loring, and the 
intense criticism of the "righteous" judge. Abolitionism 
reigned in Boston as far as Jones was concerned. He noted 
that Judge Loring would have received the praise of his 
fellow Bostonians if he had defied the Fugitive Slave Act, 
49
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accepted the false testimony of the defense witnesses, 
and set Anthony Burns free." To Jones, the abolitionist 
community of Boston wanted to break the law. 
When the anti-slavery authorities dismissed Judge 
Loring, they reasoned, according to Jones, that it was 
"unnecessary to allege misconduct in office as cause for 
removal . . . and that it was sufficient to argue unfitness 
for office upon demand of public opinion and the interests 
of the community."" As a lawyer, as a Southerner, and as a 
citizen of the United States in favor of the Fugitive Slave 
Law, Jones was outraged. He sarcastically observed to the 
readers of his letter to the editor: 
Mr. Loring should not remain any longer Judge Probate 
in an abolition community, because he was not found in 
the capacity of U.S. Commissioner espousing the cause 
of abolitionism, in the very teeth of the Supreme Law 
of the land. . . . [The impeachment of Judge Loring is 
authorized] simply because in him, the Abolitionists 
find an Upright Judge — one who will not sacrifice the 
interests and the laws of his country in obedience to 
the sectional prejudice of the community in which he 
resides .52 
50
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After four years in the North, with two of those 
years spent in abolitionist Massachusetts, Jones returned 
to his roots and his tradition. He did not have an 
internal conflict like his father. He recognized the vast 
differences between the North and the South, and his 
loyalty was never in question. Unlike his father, Charles 
C. Jones, Jr. was never "half-Yankee half-Southerner." 
CHAPTER 2 
PUBLIC CAREER 
During the years following his return from college, 
Jones's regional loyalty and value of Southern tradition 
intensified as his role changed from a member to a leader 
of his community. Jones had a natural ability for 
leadership as he exhibited at Harvard with his election as 
First Speaker of the senior class. After just a few years 
of practicing law in Savannah, Jones assumed a real 
political position in his home city. The Southernness of 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. intensified because of the 
responsibility Jones felt toward his region. 
Joining the law practice of John Elliot Ward was the 
first step toward local prominence for Jones. Mr. Ward was 
a highly respected lawyer and a veteran politician. He was 
well known for his service as United States District 
Attorney in 1838 and also for his terms as a Georgia 
legislator in 1839, 1845, and 1853. When Jones arrived in 
Savannah, Mr. Ward was mayor. The next year, he was the 
35 
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chairman of the national Democratic Convention.1 When Jones 
was admitted to the bar of Georgia on May 24, 1855, he took 
the next step toward local prominence as a part of a group 
of socially elite lawyers in Savannah.2 Jones received a 
salary of $1,000 a year for his services to Ward and Owens.1 
As an attorney, Jones was in a key position to make his own 
political friends as well as associate with the friends of 
John E. Ward. 
Almost immediately, Jones also distinguished himself 
in the military forces of his hometown. On February 16, 
1856, in accord with state military requirements, Jones 
reported at 9:00 a.m. to the Savannah arsenal with other 
men from the city. Jones described the group that 
1
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assembled on the arsenal grounds as "motley."4 Captain 
Edward W. Buker arrived, and Company F began to drill. 
During the course of the morning, Captain Buker offered 
Jones the rank of second lieutenant because of his 
"personal bearing and military appearance." Jones happily 
accepted. Later that day, Buker offered to make Jones a 
candidate for lieutenant of the company at the next 
officers' election. Again Jones accepted.5 Jones had the 
right social and military background to advance through the 
ranks of the Savannah militia. 
In The Mind of the South, Wilbur J. Cash described the 
ideal Southern gentleman as one who had a "tender concern 
for the welfare and happiness of the weak and powerless."6 
Jones had an opportunity to exhibit his gentility while in 
Augusta during the month of September. He attended a 
justice's court where, without warning, the authorities 
called on him to represent an indigent. Then and there, 
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Jones accepted his first case. He charged the man nothing, 
but Jones did send him some business cards to distribute. 
Rev. and Mrs. Jones were very proud of their son for his 
act of charity, and they encouraged him never to forsake 
the poor.' 
Jones went to Augusta to visit his old roommate from 
Harvard, John Sale. While visiting Sale in Augusta, Jones 
met several well-to-do young ladies including Ruth Berrien 
Whitehead.8 Miss Whitehead was the niece of former attorney 
general and U.S. Senator, John MacPherson Berrien, and she 
was from a wealthy family.9 After courting for some time, 
Jones decided to ask Ruth to marry him. When he informed 
his parents, Rev. and Mrs. Jones were excited about their 
son's choice of a mate. They gave him their full 
approval.10 Charles C. Jones, Jr. married Ruth B. Whitehead 
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on November 9, 1858, and they moved into a house in 
Savannah.11 
As the months passed and respect developed between 
Ward, Owens and Jones, the two older gentlemen offered 
Jones a partnership as a junior member in the firm. Jones 
quickly accepted.1" He had been working for the men for two 
years. Ward and Owens must have trusted their junior 
partner because in his first year, he argued a case before 
the Supreme Court of Georgia. In 1859, Jones stated a case 
before the Sixth Circuit Court of the United States and two 
years later before the District Court of the Confederate 
States of America for the District of Georgia.11 
In addition to his progress in the courtroom, Jones 
also moved into the arena of city politics. In 1859, after 
some hesitation, he decided to run for public office. 
According to Jones, the city was in a "state of disorder" 
and needed leaders who would take action. People ignored 
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the Sunday Ordinance prohibiting the sale of alcohol, and 
the Mayor's Court seldom called in the Sabbath-breakers to 
face judgment. Slaves and free "Negroes" drank in the city 
at ail hours, and gambling among the city's black 
inhabitants was rampant.14 Most of the citizens of Savannah 
wanted a change in the city government to correct these 
problems. 
Jones consented to having his name put on the ballot 
for alderman. On October 11, the citizens of Savannah 
elected Jones over Thomas Purse as one of twelve city 
councilmen. He ran on the Democratic Reform ticket, which 
won resounding victories in all twelve districts.15 He 
emerged as a leader in his community after only four years. 
Although Jones had many well-to-do friends with 
political authority in Savannah, he developed his own 
connections during the years he worked with Ward and Owens. 
Jones's election in 1859 was not the result of any 
political maneuvering that Mr. Ward did for his junior 
partner. In fact, when Ward left for China, Jones did not 
14
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intend to seek election as an alderman. By October, Mr. 
Ward was settling into his new post in Peking as American 
Minister. Therefore, he had no personal influence on the 
city elections in Savannah. 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. added a leadership component to 
his resilient Southernness during his year as a councilman. 
While growing up, Jones learned to value his tradition and 
his region. At Harvard, Jones grew more conscious of the 
regional differences that existed in America and expressed 
his intense loyalty to the South. As a city councilman, 
Jones felt ownership and responsibility concerning the 
Southern tradition. 
In order to make sound decisions for his region, Jones 
drew from his tradition. During his term on the city 
council, Jones was appointed to various committees. He was 
elected chairman of the Committee on Public Sales and City 
Lots.16 During his term as chair, the committee decided 
that parsonages should be exempt from city property taxes 
like school buildings.17 As the son of a local minister, 
Chatham County, State of Georgia, City Hall Minutes 
of Council 1857-1863, 275, Microfilm, Georgia Historical 
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Jones was acquainted with the financial affairs of the 
clergy. The Committee on Public Sales and City Lots also 
purchased a new parade ground for the city.18 Jones 
faithfully attended the parade exercises of the Liberty 
Independent Troop every February 22. Jones was a 
conscientious alderman. His name was seldom absent from 
the council meeting rolls. 
By 1860, Jones was an established public leader in 
Savannah. After his successful term as a councilman, the 
citizens of the city nominated Jones as mayor without any 
solicitation.19 They chose Jones from all the older 
politicians available for the post. On Monday, October 8, 
1860, the people went through the formality of voting for 
Jones as mayor on a one-party Citizens' ticket. At age 28, 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. served as mayor of the largest city 
in Georgia.20 
During his term as Mayor, Jones grew even more 
conscious of his Southern identity. As mayor of Savannah, 
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he was not only distinguished in his local community but 
also in his state. His responsibilities increased and with 
them his sense of ownership and loyalty. As he would do 
after the war, Jones was actively involved in shaping 
public opinion and policy defining what it meant to be 
Southern. In addition to his role as a public leader, the 
timing of Jones's term as mayor was essential to his 
Southernness. Jones lead his city through the critical 
period when Southern states left the Union — at the point 
of the greatest political distinction, in the form of 
secession, between the South and the rest of the nation. 
The duties of the new Savannah mayor entailed making 
executive decisions in matters concerning the police and 
the military, judicial decisions in the Mayor's Court or 
the police court as it was called, and some legislative 
decisions in council matters. Like all previous mayors, 
Jones served on the Committee on Education.21 
The task that Jones particularly noted to his father 
was that he presided over the Mayor's Court, which met 
daily at 10:00 a.m. Only three days after assuming the 
21
 Chatham County, State of Georgia, City Hall Minutes 
of Council 1857-1863, 457, Microfilm, Georgia Historical 
Society, Savannah. 
44 
duties of mayor, Jones wrote, "The summary jurisdiction of 
the police court . . . involves in its proper exercise no 
little firmness, intelligence, and discrimination." Jones 
felt the weight of the responsibility given to him, and he 
continued, "In fine, [the mayor] is expected to have a care 
for every interest and for the every protection of the city 
at all hours of the day and night."22 Jones performed his 
mayoral duties as faithfully as he did while a councilman. 
When Mayor Jones served as the judge over the police 
court, he gave the final decision on the cases brought 
before him. Because Savannah was a coastal city, Jones 
handled harbor infractions, but the usual offense was 
violation of the Sabbath. The common punishment was a 
fine. For example, in the fall, Jones fined a Mrs. 
Sullivan thirty dollars and a Mr. Ray twenty dollars for 
keeping their taverns open on Sunday.23 He intended to keep 
order in the city. 
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In addition to his concern for law and order, Mayor 
Jones also took a special interest in the health of his 
people probably resulting from his knowledge of Ward's 
experience as mayor. He knew about the yellow fever 
epidemic in Savannah that John E. Ward dealt with in 1855. 
At this time in Savannah history, preventive medicine was 
the only truly reliable medicine. The close location of 
houses to one another in Savannah contributed to the spread 
of disease, so city leaders had to act quickly at the onset 
of an epidemic. Many Georgians left Savannah for coastal 
areas or north Georgia during the summer months and 
returned in the fall.24 Jones noted to his father in 
October, "Our city, since these recent frosts, improves in 
health. 
Jones also stayed abreast of the activities of the 
local black population of Savannah both free and slave. In 
November, the slaves could see the anxiety of their masters 
as they awaited the results of the national elections and 
24
 Catherine Clinton, The Plantation Mistress: Woman's 
World in the Old South (New York: Pantheon Books, 1982), 
147 . 
25
 Hon. Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Rev. C. C. Jones, 
October 18, 1860, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride, 
621. 
46 
as slaveholders tried to guard their investment from 
interfering Northerners. Abolitionists and free blacks 
were growing bolder in their attempts to take slaves away, 
and the first place they went was to coastal areas. Only 
twelve days after Jones's inauguration, the city 
authorities arrested a group of sailors, "free men of 
color," who had arrived to encourage slaves to leave 
Georgia. 
Jones also noted another "Negro problem." Jones wrote 
to his mother, "I find also that great laxity has obtained 
in reference to the conduct of the Negro population. . . . 
To the remedy of this I intend to devote, and am devoting, 
my every energy."26 Jones observed that the "Negroes" had 
forgotten their place. They gambled, smoked in the 
streets, drank too much, and were just plain disorderly.27 
By late October, Abraham Lincoln's election seemed 
decided, and the people of Savannah were quite "depressed." 
As Jones objectively pondered the election, he wrote to his 
father that it seemed to be a "fixed fact," and he stated 
prophetically, "Should Lincoln be elected, the action of a 
26
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single state, such as South Carolina or Alabama, may 
precipitate us into all the terrors of war."2R Jones wanted 
to avoid war, but secession seemed inevitable. From the 
start, Jones was in favor of secession." He was loyal to 
his region. 
On December 12, 1860, five days before a special South 
Carolina secession convention met in Charleston, Jones 
addressed Savannah citizens with the opening speech at the 
Grand Secession Meeting and Nomination in Savannah. His 
speech lasted about ten minutes followed by a loud 
applause.30 According to Jones, most of the citizens of the 
city were united in their support of secession. Although 
on December 17, he stated, "There is no doubt of the fact 
that there are those in our midst who do not sympathize 
with us upon the question of state action and secession."31 
Those who were prepared to leave the Union knew that with 
the threat of secession came the threat of war. Therefore, 
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after Lincoln's election, the City Council purchased 
additional arms and ammunition for their local troops.32 
After South Carolina seceded from the Union on 
December 20, 1860, the national situation overwhelmed Jones 
with added tasks and concerns during his entire term as 
mayor." Events had escalated to a point of urgency. Other 
states officially seceded from the Union in the early 
months of 1861, and no one knew the consequences. 
Hostilities resulting from "the action of a single state, 
such as South Carolina" seemed inevitable.34 
The people of Savannah carefully watched the situation 
in their sister city of Charleston. A federal garrison 
under the command of Major Robert Anderson was still in the 
city. After South Carolina seceded, Major Anderson and his 
men moved to Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor where they 
could better defend themselves. The people of Savannah 
feared that the federal government might send troops to 
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occupy Fort Pulaski as well.35 Located at the mouth of the 
Savannah River on Cockspur Island, the fort guarded 
Savannah from a naval attack. 
Some leading citizens in the city called a meeting to 
discuss the situation. The men sent a message to Governor 
Joseph Brown stating that they were going to send troops to 
occupy the fort. On January 1, 1861, with the message in 
hand, Governor Brown hurried to Savannah. The next day, 
after discussing the situation with local military leaders, 
Governor Brown ordered Colonel Alexander R. Lawton and his 
First Volunteer Regiment Georgia Volunteers to seize the 
fort.36 
In the early morning hours of January 3, Colonel 
Lawton and 134 volunteers steamed down the Savannah River 
and took Fort Pulaski from the few Union soldiers stationed 
there.37 The Stars and Stripes were lowered, and the 
Georgia State Flag was raised above the fort. The 
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preparation of Savannah's defenses had begun. On January 
19, 1861, Georgia seceded from the Union. 
During the remaining days of January and on into 
February and March, the citizens of Savannah professed 
their loyalty by preparing for war. Governor Brown ordered 
that the Oglethorpe Barracks in the city, then occupied by 
the Savannah police force, be used as a troop rendezvous 
point and quarters for officers and men in the army. Mayor 
Jones and the police force were ready for the move as a new 
police station was under construction.38 The police force 
also began to train for heavy infantry duty.39 
The dissolution of the Union saddened the Jones 
family, but they knew of no better course of action. 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. expressed his regional consciousness 
to his father writing that the nation had split into two 
peoples "separated by climate, morals, religion" and by 
"irreconcilable ideas of honor, truth, and manliness."40 As 
38
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Jones described some of the distinctive characteristics of 
his Southern community, one essential element of 
Southernness that he stressed was the South's loyalty to 
the tradition of the Founding Fathers. Jones wrote to his 
mother, "The dissolution of the Union cannot . . . rob us 
of the relationship which we bear to . . . the virtues and 
the great deeds of the Father of our country. He was of 
us . 
By Marcn, seven states had seceded from the Union, and 
the newly formed Confederate States of America were in the 
process of setting up the Southern government. Both the 
North and South continued to prepare for war. In Savannah, 
Mayor Jones was quite proud of the "citizen soldiery."42 He 
was actively involved in the military preparations of the 
city and kept abreast of the troop movements around 
Savannah. Jones was also involved in procuring men and 
artillery for the defense of the city.43 He and other 
41
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leading citizens gave speeches encouraging men to enlist 
and protect their homes. In late March, the speeches 
climaxed when Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens 
spoke at the parade of the city's volunteers.44 
As the artillery bombardment began in Charleston 
Harbor on April 12, 1861, the people of Savannah felt 
anxiety and relief. They felt anxiety for the people of 
Charleston and relief that Georgians held Fort Pulaski. 
The Union forces faced overwhelming odds in the artillery 
battle in Charleston Harbor and eventually had to 
surrender. The coastal cities could only guess what action 
the United States Army and Navy planned in retaliation. 
Savannah's citizens intensified their preparations for 
war during the month of April. Troops from upper and 
middle Georgia arrived to take positions on the coast. 
Newly formed units of men from all over Georgia replaced 
local militia troops stationed at the coastal forts. 
Civilians participated in the war effort as well. Mayor 
Jones praised the women of the city for their part, making 
cartridges for muskets and powder bags for cannon, sowing 
44
 Griffin, "Savannah," 103 
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flannel shirts and making bandages.45 The woman also held a 
fair where they raised several thousand dollars for needy 
families in the area.46 Jones wrote to his parents, "We are 
beginning to feel the pressure of the crisis — breadstuffs 
and provisions of every kind are held at enormous prices."47 
Even a low quality food item like beef jerky was sold at 
prices "beyond the reach" of the poor. 
The month of May began with an exciting disturbance in 
the city of Savannah where Jones showed his even 
temperament. On the morning of May 1, Mayor Jones 
addressed a grand parade of the Chatham Artillery for two 
hours. As he headed back into Savannah, Jones heard of 
"mob" activity at the Pulaski House. He quickly went to 
the location where an angry group had gathered. Somehow 
the crowd discovered two Northern officers, recent 
graduates of West Point, boarding at the house. The crowd 
wanted to know what the men were doing in the South. 
-
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Mayor Jones quickly arranged to speak with the 
officers. He found that their intentions were not hostile 
but were rather pitiful. The men were sick with an acute 
case of tuberculosis and had given up on a cure. They 
decided to go to Florida to die. The war was of no 
consequence to them. Jones talked with the men, saw their 
terrible condition, and found them to be harmless. He 
walked out onto the front porch of the Pulaski House and 
informed the crowd of the officers' disposition. After 
listening to Jones's explanation, the "mob" dispersed 
peacefully.48 
Mayor Jones and the City Council handled another 
delicate issue in the early days of May. The economic 
condition of the citizens in the city continued to worsen 
as paupers from border states moved to Savannah to avoid 
the war. Because the city could not deal with the influx 
of vagrants, the Council decided with Mayor Jones's 
approval to send the poor people back to their home states 
and stop any more from coming. Any passengers arriving in 
Savannah from the North needed to obtain permission to 
disembark from their boat. Three hundred people were 
46
 Hon. Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Rev. C. C. Jones, May 
4, 1861, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride. 671-673. 
deported from the city at the taxpayers' expense, but in 
the long run, the deportation saved money.49 
Through the spring, military preparations proceeded in 
Savannah and throughout Georgia. The coast seemed quiet 
although the residents expected a blockade of their ports 
by Union warships. Virginia seemed the more likely 
location of battle, and a regiment of Georgia troops, the 
Oglethorpe Light Infantry, waited to be deployed there. 
Mayor Jones was one of the candidates for command of 
the regiment, but he preferred to lead the war effort in 
his own region. As he considered the position, Jones asked 
his parents for advice. Rev. Jones wrote to his son that 
he had much business to attend to as mayor and as a member 
of the Chatham Artillery, and that "the absolute call of 
duty" was the only reason to take the position.50 On the 
same day, Jones wrote to his mother stating that he would 
be declining the candidacy for the same reasons as his 
father cited.51 Jones also felt that a more experienced 
49
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military commander should lead the regiment into battle.52 
Francis Stebbins Bartow took command of the infantry unit. 
At the same time the Oglethorpe Light Infantry 
assembled, Union naval vessels began to blockade the 
Southern coast. On May 14, Jones wrote to his father, "You 
have doubtless noticed that the port of Charleston has been 
blockaded by the NiagaraThe people of Savannah 
anticipated the same enemy action outside their port, and a 
week after the blockade of Charleston, Mayor Jones received 
word that the warship Harriet Lane cruised off Cockspur 
Island seventeen miles southeast of the port of Savannah. 
The same day. May 21, a Spanish ship docked at the port 
after having successfully sailed by the blockading vessel.54 
The summer months brought personal and military 
tragedy to Mayor Jones and the citizens of Savannah. 
Within one month, three people of importance to Jones died 
as a result of the heat of summer and the "heat" of battle. 
The hot weather that came with the month of June concerned 
Hon. Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Rev. C. C. Jones, May 
14, 1861, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride. 678. 
53
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21, 1861, Ibid., 681. 
every person living in the lowcountry. Malaria, carried b 
mosquitoes, and other diseases took their toll on the 
Southerners living near the coast.55 
The personal tragedy for Jones began when his wife, 
Ruth, and daughter, Julia, were visiting a friend's 
plantation where one of the slave children was ill with 
scarlet fever and diphtheria. Both diseases were very 
contagious.55 At the time, Ruth was eight months pregnant 
with the Joneses' second child. Fortunately, Ruth did not 
contract the fever, but Julia did. By June 21, the 
Joneses' little daughter was very sick. 
On June 25, Ruth gave birth to a baby girl, Mary Ruth 
During the delivery, she lost a great amount of blood, 
which made her very weak. Instead of recovering, Ruth 
continued to weaken, and her condition became critical. 
While Jones's wife suffered from complications due to the 
birth of her child, Julia continued to battle scarlet 
fever. Jones had to helplessly stand by and pray that his 
girls would recover. 
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On July 2, 1861, around 9:00 a.m., little Julia died 
from the fever.57 As Jones sat by his daughter's side, he 
saw a lone teardrop fall from her eye as she slipped away. 
Ruth did not know of her daughter's death. In despair 
Jones wrote to his father on July 4, "Our dear little Julia 
is in heaven, and in all human probability my dearest wife 
will not long be separated from her . . . My soul dies 
within me at the thought of the utter wreck of cherished 
hopes."58 During the night of July 8, without any knowledge 
of Julia's death, Ruth Berrien Jones also died.59 Mary 
Ruth, then only thirteen days old, went to live with Rev. 
and Mrs. Jones. Although very depressed, Jones continued 
to perform his duties as mayor including the Mayor's Court, 
council meetings, and the preparation of the city's 
defenses. 
One of the unfortunate characteristics of life in the 
nineteenth century was the danger involved in pregnancy and 
childbirth. When Catherine Clinton, in The Plantation 
1,7
 Mrs. Mary Jones to Rev. C. C. Jones, July 2, 1861, 
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Mistress. noted the difficulties woman faced during 
childbirth, she used Ruth Jones as an example.60 Even with 
the resources available to a member of the planter 
aristocracy, Jones could not prevent Ruth's death. 
Mayor Jones faced the second tragedy of the summer as 
a result of the Civil War. On July 21, at Manassas, 
Virginia, the Union and Confederate armies engaged in the 
first major battle of the war. The people of Savannah 
rejoiced at the news of the Confederate victory, but the 
celebrations ended as the news of casualties arrived. Upon 
receiving information that Colonel Francis S. Bartow, the 
commander of the local Georgia troops, was one of the dead, 
Mayor Jones wrote to his father, "The price of that victory 
was great."61 Colonel Barcow's body arrived in the city on 
July 26, and Savannah's citizens paid their respects to a 
fallen son. 
Prompted by Colonel Bartow's death and the death of 
his wife and daughter, Jones began to ponder the dangers of 
war and the value of the struggle. As he considered his 
60
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own role in the effort, Jones wrote to his parents that he 
would not shrink from the "carnage of battle or from 
testifying even with my blood . . . my fixed devotion to 
the sacred cause of truth, of honor, of religion, of 
property, and of national independence . 
Jones's fatalistic romanticism worsened his 
depression. Continuing in his letter to his parents, Jones 
wrote, "I have sometimes thought, my dear parents, that my 
precious Ruth and our darling Julia were taken in the 
tender mercy of a good God from the evil to come."63 The 
reality of the dangers of war weighed heavily upon Jones as 
he thought about his personal losses and the city's 
military loss. 
As he prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice for the 
South, the value Jones placed on his Southern tradition 
intensified. W. J. Cash notes that the Southern "world" 
and "heritage" were important reasons for men like Jones to 
take up arms.61 As a resilient Southerner, Jones was ready 
to die for his tradition. 
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On August 1, 1861, Jones accepted a commission as 
first lieutenant in the Chatham Artillery under commanding 
officer Captain Joseph S. Claghorn. He was on furlough 
until his term as mayor expired. Although the citizens of 
Savannah asked Jones to continue as mayor for another term, 
he nevertheless declined. He also refused appointment to 
the state legislature as the Chatham County 
representative.65 Jones felt that his duty was to fight for 
the South on the field of battle.66 
While still mayor, Jones began to prepare for service 
with the Chatham Artillery. On September 2, he met with 
Governor Brown in Atlanta and procured fifty horses. The 
governor wanted to make the company a flying artillery 
unit.6' Fulfilling his responsibility as an officer, Jones 
also purchased his own horse for his military duties.68 
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At the end of his term in October, Mayor Jones 
delivered the "Mayor's Annual Report" to the citizens of 
Savannah and encouraged the people in their effort to fight 
for "independence." He explained that they were engaged in 
an "unholy war" fighting an enemy who disregarded "honor," 
"religion" and "humanity." He encouraged the people "to 
practice all those virtues of self-denial, of economy, and 
of patriotism, which are characteristics of a great and 
good people."69 
Jones told his listeners to hold onto the "justice" of 
their cause with "firm reliance," to defend their cause 
"with valor," and to endure the coming struggle with 
"courage." Jones stated, "With the restoration of peace, 
will come the assurances of honor vindicated, of property 
secured, of prosperity enhanced, of virtue preserved 
inviolate."'0 He encouraged the citizens to prepare for the 
"intermediate struggle" by keeping their weapon within 
reach ready to defend their homes "at a moments warning." 
With a reverence for Savannah tradition, Jones proclaimed, 
"The heroic days of 177 9 are come again, and it may happen 
69
 "Mayor's Annual Report," 21-22. 
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. that we, like our forefathers, will be called upon to 
se up one and all, on this very soil, in sacred defense 
this our beloved City."71 
71
 Ibid. 
CHAPTER 3 
"DEFENDING THE SOIL OF MY NATIVE STATE" 
In The Mind of the South, Wilbur J. Cash writes, "Four 
years of fighting for the preservation of their world . 
had left Southerners far more self-conscious than they had 
been before, far more aware of their differences."1 The 
Civil War was the climax of consciousness-raising events in 
the life of Charles C. Jones, Jr. His childhood education 
defined the values and traditions of a Southern gentleman. 
The Anthony Burns trial placed those values and traditions 
against the backdrop of Northern society. Taking on 
leadership roles in his community made Jones acutely aware 
of Southern society in lowcountry Georgia. All these 
events led Jones to express his ultimate loyalty to the 
South by defending his region during the Civil War. 
After Jones completed his term as mayor of Savannah, 
he joined the Chatham Artillery at Camp Claghorn on the 
1
 Wilbur J. Cash, The Mind of the South (New York: 
Vintage Books, 1991; repr. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1941), 
104 . 
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Isle of Hope.2 In the closing months of 1861, Lieutenant 
Jones trained with his troops and waited for an attack from 
the Northern army floating off the coast.3 The men of the 
unit were all among the prominent families of Savannah. 
Jones described them as remarkably intelligent, 
industrious, and cheerful, but they still had to be trained 
as soldiers.4 Governor Brown's goal of making the Chatham 
Artillery a highly mobile unit put an additional strain on 
the officers — the horses needed training as well as the 
men. 
The military preparations involved drill and 
instruction on assembling ammunition. Lieutenant Jones 
wrote to his father, "We have been busily employed in 
manufacturing fuses, filling shell and cartridges, etc. 
etc. We know not how soon the hour of battle may come, and 
we desire to be as fully prepared as practicable for the 
2
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contest."5 During the drills, the men fired six-pounder 
guns and twelve-pounder howitzers. The horses stood by to 
grow accustomed to the noise. By the end of the year. 
Captain Claghorn, Lieutenant Jones, and their men were 
ready for action. 
As the Chatham Artillery waited for battle the 
officers read military dispatches, listened to distant 
gunshots, and tried to guess the enemy's intentions. Jones 
wrote, "Forty-three sail are today reported off Port Royal, 
[South Carolina], in sight of Tybee Island. The attack may 
be made upon our own coast or upon that of South Carolina 
or upon both."6 Four paragraphs later in the same letter, 
Jones learned that the enemy fleet off Port Royal appeared 
to be heading South toward Brunswick.' The constant state 
of alert was an emotional and physical strain on the men. 
In the late fall and early winter 1861, the Northern 
forces attacked coastal fortifications, but Jones and the 
Chatham Artillery saw little action. In early November, 
Union troops took Port Royal, South Carolina. The Chatham 
5
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6
 Ibid. 
' Ibid., 788. 
67 
Artillery waited for orders to support their fellow 
soldiers, but they waited in vain.8 Although federal troops 
landed on Tybee Island in late November, the Chatham 
Artillery stayed in camp on the Isle of Hope. On December 
23, when five Union vessels threatened an attack on 
Skidaway Island, the Chatham Artillery rushed to support 
the battery there. On Christmas Eve, some Confederate 
ships engaged the federal vessels, but the Chatham 
Artillery received orders to return to the Isle of Hope. 
When he heard heavy firing from area of Skidaway, Jones 
anticipated orders to move back there at any moment.9 
However, the guns quieted, and the Chatham Artillery stayed 
at Camp Claghorn. 
Following the action at Skidaway Island, Jones 
received an opportunity to join the Georgian troops in 
Virginia. The Oglethorpe Light Infantry had lost another 
leader, Hamilton Couper. The men of the unit elected 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. to replace their fallen commander, 
but Jones possessively clung to his post on the coast 
8
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defending his native soil. For Jones and many resilient 
Southerners, loyalty to their local community was 
essential. John Shelton Reed writes in The Enduring South: 
Southerners seem more likely than other Americans to 
think of their region, their states, and their local 
communities possessively, as theirs, and as distinct 
from and preferable to other regions, states, and 
localities .10 
When Jones had to decide between Georgia and another state, 
defending his native region was his primary concern. 
After considering the appointment, Jones concluded, "I 
cannot reconcile it with my own ideas of duty for the sake 
of name and perhaps some military reputation to desert the 
soil of my native state in this hour of her immediate 
peril."11 Jones's father and mother agreed. His father 
wrote: 
I believe you are now occupying one of the most 
important positions in the most effective arm of 
service on our coast. It seems to me you are now 
especially defending your native soil, your own home 
and servants, your infant daughter, your father, your 
mother.12 
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Rev. Jones strongly believed that since Georgia was 
threatened, "Providence" had "indicated" his son's duty. He 
stated, UI think your allegiance is due to your own state 
as a battleground."13 
Although Jones did not accept the promotion to the 
forces defending Virginia, he did want to accept a higher 
rank in a unit in Georgia. Because of his skill as an 
artilleryman, General Henry R. Jackson offered Jones the 
judge advocacy position in his division in January 1862. 
With the appointment came a promotion to the rank of major. 
A technicality in Georgia law caused Jones to hesitate 
before accepting the offer. The law gave the governor 
power to promote an officer to the rank of colonel, but it 
did not mention the power of a general to promote an 
officer to major. Because of this detail Lieutenant Jones 
declined the offer and decided to stay with the Chatham 
Artillery. Other than his concern over General Jackson's 
authority to give him a promotion, Jones was very happy to 
1!
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receive a higher rank among the forces defending his native 
state .14 
Union ships continued to harass Skidaway Island at the 
end of January. The Chatham Artillery received orders to 
support the battery and protect the western end of the 
Skidaway Bridge. About two thousand men on Skidaway and 
Green Islands counted on the bridge for communication with 
the mainland. Jones and his men anxiously awaited a 
federal attack, but there was no movement.15 The Union 
forces had turned their attention to Fort Pulaski. The 
Chatham Artillery returned to the Isle of Hope. 
By mid-March, the batteries on Skidaway and Green 
Islands had retired from their positions, and the Chatham 
Artillery was the advance post in Wassaw Sound. Lieutenant 
Jones expected orders for his unit to pull back from their 
location as well. As the days passed with no command to 
move, Jones was concerned about the protection of his 
battery positioned so near to the front.16 
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While the men of the Chatham Artillery anxiously 
waited for any action from the federal forces, the infantry 
stationed en the Isle of Hope with them moved off the 
island.1' Jones wrote, "It is the first time in my reading 
or observation that I have ever known or heard of a light 
battery being kept upon picket [duty] week after week at 
the most advanced post."18 For three weeks in April 1862, 
Jones and his men did not even have infantry or cavalry 
support. 
The troops stationed on Wassaw Sound moved because of 
the Union attack on Fort Pulaski. Federal troops landed on 
Tybee Island in early April, and on the eleventh, they 
began their attack on the fort. Because Pulaski had been a 
federal installation, the Union forces had a blueprint of 
the structure. Thus, they were able to focus their 
bombardment on the weakest part of the fortification and 
blast a hole in the wall. After enduring a day and a half 
of destructive Union fire, the Southern troops surrendered. 
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After the battle, military activities around Savannah 
subsided. 
For the rest of the spring and the summer, Jones saw 
another side of the war. He worked on administrative tasks 
for the army as judge advocate of the general court martial 
in Savannah. Jones had to defend Southern honor and 
tradition in a different way. He wrote on May 9, "I am 
still here [in the city] . . . Some very important cases 
are before us."19 The court kept Jones busy all day and 
into the night.20 He was quick to note to his parents that 
several of the cases involved life and death. Jones 
described his labors: 
I may state that I today forwarded to General 
Pemberton two hundred and forty-seven pages of 
foolscap closely written, all in my own handwriting, 
containing the records of fourteen cases tried and 
disposed of by this general court-martial. There are 
some thirty others upon the docket, and new ones 
coming in every day, so that I cannot tell when we may 
look forward to termination of our labors.21 
The court generally met all day, which meant Jones was 
unable to join his unit. 
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During the summer, Lieutenant Jones took on another 
responsibility acting as assistant adjutant quartermaster 
for his camp.22 In July, he made a recruiting trip to 
Calhoun, Georgia. That city was a holding point for green 
recruits and men who had physical problems that kept them 
from the battlefield. As a resilient Southerner, Jones 
felt disgust for the "the unpatriotic of his state," as he 
called the "infirm."23 He wrote, "You never saw such a 
collection of sick men in your life."24 Jones made a second 
trip to Calhoun later in the month successfully securing 
enough men to fill the ranks of his company.25 
In spite of his duties, Jones still found time to deal 
with the new difficulties of Southern life caused by the 
war. Planters in the coastal areas experienced many 
problems with runaway slaves. With the Union forces 
occupying positions a few miles away, many slaves attempted 
22
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to escape. When Rev. Jones petitioned the Confederate 
government for help and received no reply, he and Charles 
planned to solve the problem on their own.26 They began 
looking for plantations further away from the front in 
southwest or north Georgia. For Jones, the cause of the 
runaway slave problem was not some deficiency in the 
Southern institution but the presence of Northern troops. 
In September, Jones met Henry J. Schley who owned 
Buckhead Plantation in Burke County near Augusta. After 
looking at the place in early October, Jones took out a 
mortgage on the estate with its supplies, buildings, and 
1,412 acres of land for $14,120. In spite of the war, 
Jones and his family were still very comfortable 
financially. Jones wrote to his father, "I propose, 
Father, to assume the entire responsibility of the purchase 
of the plantation. ... I am unwilling that you should be 
troubled with any . . . new cares."27 Jones began to 
prepare the plantation for their slaves. 
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Also in October 1862, General Hugh W. Mercer, 
commanding the military district of Georgia, made Jones 
chief of light artillery with the responsibility of 
managing Georgia's coastal batteries. He promoted Jones to 
the rank of lieutenant colonel. Once again, Jones 
dedicated himself to the tasks of preparation and 
administration of artillerymen. He commented to his father 
that he had much work to do to prepare the coastal defenses 
for battle, but that he would ensure their readiness.28 
Jones was increasingly aware of the Northern presence on 
the coast. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones routinely visited the 
batteries under his command, drilled his units, and 
obtained new cannons to replace outdated pieces. He 
successfully turned his men into a well-organized force. 
On Friday, January 9, 1863, for the first time in Georgia 
history, five light batteries paraded through Savannah. 
Jones recalled the scene to his father: 
The review and parade of my light batteries were 
highly praised by everyone. ... I had on parade 
about four hundred men, three hundred horses, and 
twenty-six field pieces . . . The display in column of 
sections was very imposing, and all the movements of 
28
 Col. Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Rev. C.C. Jones, 
November 28, 1862, Ibid., 991. 
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the battalion were characterized by precision and 
rapidity. From General Mercer I received 
congratulations and compliments." 
When the Union forces finally did come to Savannah, Jones 
wanted his light artillery to function as efficiently as 
possible. 
During the winter months, Jones continued his 
inspections as military activities in the area intensified. 
In February and March 1862, a Union ironclad and several 
other ships attacked Fort McAllister located near the mouth 
of the Ogeechee River.30 The fort guarded Savannah on the 
South. Any damage at the earthwork that the Union ships 
caused with their bombardments the men repaired very 
quickly. Jones surveyed the location and was very 
impressed with the fort and the men. On another inspection 
tour, Jones accompanied General Pierre Gustav Toutant 
Beauregard and General Mercer down the Savannah River. He 
29
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noted that General Beauregard was a very pleasant 
conversationalist .31 
Jones had to return to Liberty County for a few days 
in March. His father had been sick and weak for several 
months. On March 16, 1863, Rev. Jones died peacefully at 
Arcadia Plantation.32 Jones was quiet about his father's 
death. He only recorded the details to family friends, and 
he avoided sharing his feelings. 
Through the spring, Jones continued in his duties, 
inspecting his troops, maintaining their battle readiness, 
and occasionally firing at Union warships off the coast. 
In April 1863, Jones received orders to go to Charleston 
and prepare the light artillery for the defense of the 
city.'3 The Union forces did not attack, so Jones and his 
staff returned to their headquarters in Savannah. Jones 
31
 Col. Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Rev. and Mrs. C. C. 
Jones, February 14, 1863, quoted in Myers, ed.. Children of 
Pride, 1027-1028. 
32
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33
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April 10, 1863, Ibid., 1054. 
passed the summer uneventfully until late August when he 
again received orders to report to Charleston.14 
Before leaving Savannah, Jones experimented with a new 
destructive cannonball developed by Dr. John R. Cheves. In 
his report, Jones provided every detail of the experiment 
with the new phosphorous filled incendiary shell. He 
included the process of making the shell and preparing the 
phosphorous as well as the conditions on the field where a 
recent rain shower had dampened the grass and trees.35 The 
artillery discharged six experimental shells. When they 
exploded, the fireballs created a cloud of burning 
phosphorous 3 0 to 4 0 feet in diameter. The phosphorous 
continued to burn for some time after it hit the wet 
ground. Jones reported that the effects of the shell were 
"quite terrifying. "36 He was very convinced of its 
effectiveness against all forms of Union troops including 
34
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infantry, cavalry, light artillery, and even naval 
vessels .57 
On September 3, 1863, Jones took command of the light 
batteries on James Island in Charleston Harbor.58 On the 
same day, General William B. Taliaferro and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Jones inspected the Confederate lines, which 
included Jones's six light batteries and two siege trains.'5 
While in Charleston Harbor, the James Island light 
artillery fired upon the federal troops in the area, 
engaged Union naval vessels, and harassed Union shipping.40 
From his location on James Island, Jones observed the 
evacuation of Fort Wagner on Morris Island.41 Prior to the 
withdrawal. Union ships and artillery shelled the battery 
constantly. Jones wrote to his mother, "There is not a 
moment of the day or night but the boom of heavy ordnance, 
37
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38
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the smoke of our batteries, and the bursting of shells can 
be seen and heard."42 Because of the relentless Union fire, 
Jones questioned the wisdom of holding Fort Wagner. In one 
day alone, "one hundred were killed or wounded within its 
walls," Jones reported.43 Consequently, the remaining 
forces abandoned the fort. 
Jones loved the artillery. He preferred it to any 
other arm of the military. In Charleston, his command 
included six hundred men. He claimed that he would not 
have exchanged his experience with the light artillery for 
even a brigadier general's position in the infantry.44 
From James Island, Jones saw most of the action in 
Charleston Harbor. After the federal attack on Fort 
Sumter, Jones reported to his mother that "two and three 
hundred of the rascals" were "killed and wounded and 
drowned."41 Jones's calculation was not official, of 
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course, and the Union casualties were actually less than he 
reported.46 Employing three light batteries, Jones 
attempted to fire on the Union warship, Pawnee, in Stono 
Inlet, but the ship retreated out to sea.4' Later, Jones 
set up two long-range rifled cannons and harassed enemy 
shipping in Lighthouse Inlet.48 
Jones took a leave and returned to Southern life when 
activities in Charleston harbor quieted. On October 28, 
Miss Eva Berrien Eve and Charles C. Jones, Jr. were married 
in Augusta. Miss Eve had been a bridesmaid in Jones's 
first wedding.49 Jones and she corresponded for at least a 
year prior to their marriage and were courting during the 
46
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latter part of that period.50 After the wedding, Jones and 
his new bride returned to Jones's home in Savannah.51 
In late January 1864, Jones resumed command of the 
coastal batteries of light artillery in Charleston, but he 
departed the following month. General Taliaferro and his 
staff received orders to go to Florida in order to check 
the movement of the Union forces which had entered the St. 
John's River at Jacksonville.5" Shortly after the arrival 
of Taliaferro's force, the battle of Ocean Pond or Olustee 
took place. The fight began with a chance encounter 
between Union and Confederate reconnaissance forces. Soon, 
infantry, cavalry, and light artillery assembled for a 
pitched battle. Jones's part in the battle is not clear, 
but light artillery units participated. He wrote later 
that the Confederate troops drove the Union forces back 
with heavy casualties. After the defeat, the 
50
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"Lincolnites," as Jones called them, were satisfied to 
remain in Jacksonville.53 
On April 17, 1864, General Beauregard ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to return to Savannah to prepare 
the city's defenses.54 During the spring and summer, Jones 
and his troops readied themselves for an attack from the 
coast. In his reports, Lieutenant-Colonel Jones recorded 
his inspections of the batteries on Whitemarsh Island, in 
the Savannah River, and other coastal areas.55 He reported 
that the batteries were in good order. Fort McAllister 
protected Savannah to the south and the Savannah River to 
the north. In May, General William T. Sherman was just 
beginning his march across north Georgia. He did not take 
Atlanta until September 2 .56 
When Sherman began to move toward Savannah from 
Atlanta, the Confederate leaders in the city realized their 
53
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western defenses needed attention.57 Jones's reports 
changed from inspecrion tours of the coast to tours of 
batteries on the mainland.'8 In October, Confederate troops 
began to remove guns from the east and place them at key 
points defending the western approaches to the city.59 
During this time, Lieutenant General William J. Hardee 
assumed command of the troops in Savannah. 
On December 10, General Sherman and his 60,000 
veterans enveloped the 10,000 Confederate troops defending 
the city.60 In order to secure communication with the 
federal fleet, General Sherman seized Fort McAllister on 
December 13. When Sherman established a supply line with 
the Union ships off the Georgia coast, the fate of Savannah 
was sealed. General Beauregard instructed General Hardee 
to hold Savannah until "impracticable" and then to save the 
Charles C. Jones, Jr., The Siege and Evacuation of 
Savannah. Georgia in December 1864 (Augusta: The Chronicle 
Publishing Co., 1890), 6. 
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garrison.61 Hardee ordered a retreat over the Savannah 
River to be completed by December 20.67 Georgia reserve and 
militia units would have proved a poor match for Sherman's 
battle hardened troops. 
On December 17, Confederate engineers and sailors 
completed the first pontoon bridge over the Savannah River. 
On December 19, the bridges were ready to support the 
evacuation of the garrison." Hardee issued the command, 
"At dark the light batteries will, under the direction of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, chief of artillery, be withdrawn 
by hand from their positions in line with as little noise 
as possible."" Jones was also in charge of spiking the 
heavier guns.65 By spreading rice across the pontoon 
bridges, the Confederates were able to lessen the noise as 
they withdrew their light artillery. After the evacuation, 
the Confederate troops were to rendezvous at Hardeeville. 
General Sherman was not with his army when the Southern 
troops evacuated Savannah. Ironically, he was discussing 
51
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plans on how to stop a Confederate retreat with another 
Union General.66 
From Hardeeville, South Carolina, to Greensboro, North 
Carolina, the troops with General Hardee attempted to delay 
the seemingly unstoppable federal forces. After leaving 
Savannah, Hardee and his division headed for Charleston. 
On February 17, with the reluctant consent of Jefferson 
Davis, the Confederate forces defending Charleston 
abandoned the city.67 At this time many Georgians deserted 
the army to return to their homes, but Jones faithfully 
remained at his post. He would not desert the South. By 
February 25, the remaining three hundred men under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones with the rest of Hardee's division 
crossed the Santee River in South Carolina.68 They were 
trying to link up with General Joseph E. Johnston in North 
Carolina. In March, Jones participated in the battles of 
Averasboro and Bentonville under the command of General 
66
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Hardee.69 When the armistice was finally signed on April 
19, Jones was stationed just south of Greensboro, North 
Carolina.70 He ended the war as chief of artillery under 
the command of Hardee. 
In four years of fighting, Jones defended the soil of 
his native state as well as South Carolina, Florida, and 
North Carolina. As chief of light artillery for the third 
district, Jones participated in the defense of Charleston, 
the battle of Olustee, the siege of Savannah, and the 
battles of Averasboro and Bentonville. Jones accomplished 
the preparatory and administrative tasks given to him. He 
sought to make the light artillery an efficient, effective 
fighting force for the protection of Georgia and the 
Confederacy. 
The Civil War was an incredible "consciousness-raising 
experience" in both regional consciousness and tradition 
orientation. As W. J. Cash noted, the Civil War left many 
Southerners even more "self-conscious than they had been 
before."71 The Civil War ended in the military surrender of 
69
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the Confederacy, but there was no accompanying social 
surrender of the South especially for Charles C. Jones, Jr. 
Cash writes, "If this war had smashed the Southern world, 
it had left the essential Southern mind and will . . . 
entirely unshaken."72 Although physically drained after 
four years of fighting, Jones ended the war as a resilient 
Southerner. 
12
 Ibid. , 103 
CHAPTER 4 
"MORE THAN A LIVING" 
The Civil War not only intensified the regional 
consciousness of Southerners it also added a new component. 
Because of the helplessness they felt after the Confederate 
armies surrendered and seeing their land and personal 
property destroyed, Southerners like Jones developed a 
sense of grievance. Events following the war caused many 
to feel that the North was wrongfully trying to punish the 
South. John Shelton Reed describes this developing "sense 
of ill-treatment at the hands of the rest of the country" 
as being "at the heart of Southern identity."1 
While the South was left alone, the people did not 
have a concrete reason for resentment, but with the start 
of Reconstruction, grievance became a part of Southernness. 
Sheldon Hackney states, "The origins of Southern self- 
consciousness lie in the antebellum need to protect a 
peculiar institution from threats originating outside the 
1
 John S. Reed, Southerners: The Social Psycholocrv of 
Sectionalism (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1983), 70. 
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region."2 When they failed to protect slavery, the sense of 
grievance overwhelmed Southerners. Resentment 
characterized Jones's feelings toward the North as he 
realized one postwar loss after another. 
Charles C. Jones, Jr. returned to Georgia after the 
Civil War to find his property stolen, destroyed or 
emancipated. The troops under General Sherman plundered 
all four of his plantations -- Montevideo, Maybank, and 
Arcadia in Liberty County and Indianola in Burke County. 
Thieves took many of the valuables that the Union soldiers 
left. Jones lost thousands of dollars in slaves. Although 
not the fault of the North, flooding in several fields at 
Indianola compounded the losses.3 Jones lost much of his 
personal property, his farm equipment, and his livestock. 
The few supplies Jones had saved up during the war had 
quickly disappeared during the winter of 1864. "Negroes 
and Yankees" broke into the smokehouse at Indianola and 
2
 Sheldon Hackney quoted in Ibid. 
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stole all of the meat, and thieves stole the food in the 
plantation storeroom as well.4 
At the three plantations in Liberty County, the Jones 
family lost everything that was not carefully hidden. 
Charles's mother and sister stayed at Montevideo when 
General Sherman's forces marched through south Georgia. 
Because he had anticipated a sea-based attack on Savannah, 
Jones left his daughter in Liberty County with her 
grandmother to keep her away from the war. The two ladies 
watched over the family plantations and personal property, 
which was worth more than $50,000.5 On December 15, men 
under the command of Brigadier-General Hugh J. Kilpatrick 
walked into the house at Montevideo startling the 
occupants. For the next month, Union soldiers were 
constantly coming and going on the plantation without 
regard for the inhabitants.6 
1
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The Union troops searched every corner of the house 
and took most of the flatware items like knives, forks, and 
silver. The loss of the crops and stock caused more 
substantial financial damage to the Jones family. Mary 
Jones wrote that the cotton on the plantation was "entirely 
destroyed," and that "every particle of food, sugar, and 
syrup was taken" except for some corn and rice.' The troops 
seized all of her means of transportation including the 
"carriage, wagons, carts," and even harnesses, and they 
took or "destroyed" all of the poultry, hogs, cattle, and 
sheep as well as "six horses, two mules, and fourteen head 
of oxen."8 Maybank Plantation also became a casualty of the 
war. Every building and even the fences were burned.9 When 
the troops left, Mrs. Jones sent her daughter to Atlanta 
and then she departed to seek safety from thieves.10 
While the Northern troops bivouacked at Montevideo, 
the slaves sensed their opportunity for freedom was near. 
7
 Mrs. Mary Jones to Gen. James H. Wilson, August 1, 
1865, quoted in Myers, ed., Children of Pride, 1285. 
8
 Ibid. 
9
 Ibid. 
10
 Groover, Sweet Land of Liberty, 50; Mrs. Mary Jones 
to Gen. James H. Wilson, August 1, 1865, quoted in Myers, 
ed., Children of Pride, 12 85. 
93 
Some of the servants took the occasion to express their 
resentment of bondage. Mary Ruth's nurse, a slave named 
Susan, told every Union soldier she saw that the child she 
cared for was the daughter of Confederate officer Charles 
C. Jones, Jr.11 
On the other hand, Jones and his family resented the 
end of the bondage. In a matter of months, the Jones 
family relinquished ownership of more than one hundred 
slaves. Jones grew up with slavery and accepted the 
institution as a legitimate means of production. Jones 
found it difficult to accept the change from slave labor to 
free labor.12 Mrs. Eva Jones called emancipation the 
"unprecedented robbery of their property."13 
The tradition of slavery was deeply ingrained in the 
value system of Southerners. The end of the relationship 
between slave and owner resulted in confusion and even hurt 
feelings for some whites. The servants hurriedly left 
their former masters and plantation homes "without bidding 
11
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any of us an affectionate adieu," Eva Jones wrote.14 In a 
letter written later in the summer, Mary Jones expressed 
the sentiment of many masters stating, "We cannot but feel 
such ingratitude."15 
The "Yankees" not only gave the slaves freedom, but 
immediately following the war, they gave the freedmen 
protection from their white bosses. Of the ex-slaves that 
stayed on the plantations, Mrs. Eva Jones wrote, "One day 
they work, and the next they come to town. Of course no 
management of them is allowed."16 In the absence of 
management from foremen, the freed slaves were unwilling to 
produce e. profitable crop, and most of the time they just 
worked enough to meet expenses.17 The irony of the 
situation was not the apparent laziness of the slaves, but 
the lack of understanding from their former masters. 
Regardless of the irony, in purely mathematical terms 
Southern slaveholders lost a lot of money as well as 
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control. The loss of control upset Jones and his family. 
They could not force their laborers to work, and they could 
not retake their property. 
Under the new postwar conditions Jones continued to 
work on his plantations "earning his daily bread 'by the 
sweat of his brow.'"'13 Less than one month after the 
surrender of General Joseph E. Johnston to General William 
T. Sherman, Jones loaded a wagon with two bales of cotton 
from Indianola Plantation and headed for Savannah. If he 
did not need the money, Jones would never have gone to so 
much trouble for two bales. The Augusta market was flooded 
with cotton, so Jones went to the coast to make ten cents 
more per pound. He had to beat river flatboats loaded with 
cotton ready for the Savannah market as well. When the 
cotton arrived, the lowcountry market would also have a 
surplus of the crop which, in turn, would lead to a drop in 
price per pound. Jones seized the opportunity to make some 
cash." 
The end of the Civil War began a new type of 
consciousness-raising experience for Charles C. Jones, Jr. 
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Before the war, he experienced the contrast of life in the 
South and life in the North. After the war, Jones 
experienced the contrast between antebellum life and 
postbellum life. Jones began to remember the Old South as 
the "good old days." In the present, the New South was a 
time marked by destruction and loss. The happy days of the 
past were contrasted by months of physical toil and 
grievance. Present poverty was contrasted against days of 
wealth before Sherman marched through Georgia. Jones 
encountered many changes in the year 1865. He disliked his 
New South and he eventually spoke out against it. 
In the spring, 1865, for the first time in his life, 
Jones was poor -- according to his standards. Before the 
Civil War, he would not have troubled himself to sell two 
bales of cotton, but he needed the money. Because of his 
rebel status, Jones could not make money by practicing law 
until he took the oath of allegiance to the Union.20 In 
20
 The Oath: "I do solemnly swear or affirm, in the 
presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully 
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existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation of 
slaves. So help me God." Mrs. Mary Jones to Hon. Daniel 
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addition, he could not make money from the plantations 
because of a poor harvest, and labor was unreliable. The 
freedmen working with Jones caused him frequent problems, 
and he had to assume the role of foreman.21 By the summer, 
1865, the land that was once a great asset for Jones was 
now a terrible liability, and the labor force that was once 
industrious was now inactive. Before and even during the 
Civil War, Jones was a prosperous planter, but after the 
war, Jones could not maintain his prewar standard of 
living. 
A major change that Jones faced was the shortage of 
cash, although Jones had more than 5,000 acres of land. 
His Confederate money was worthless. Shortly after the 
war, someone stole forty-three dollars in gold and silver 
specie locked away in a compartment in Eva's wardrobe, 
which the Joneses had saved. Following the theft, one of 
the household freedwomen who was to be married started to 
appear with some small "extravagancies," and Mrs. Jones 
wondered where she got the money for the things.22 The 
21
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Joneses never recovered the specie, but it was one more 
cause of grievance and resentment. 
Owing to the shortage of funds, the Joneses did not 
travel to a better climate, as they were accustomed to 
doing in the unhealthy summer months. Eva Jones tried to 
move to Sparta, Georgia, in mid-June, but she did not make 
the trip. The whole summer she kept planning to leave 
until finally she departed from Augusta on August 15.23 
Another change that Jones faced was the desperate 
effort he had to expend to motivate his laborers to harvest 
his fields. During the remaining days of August and 
September, Jones tried to bring in as much of his crops as 
he could. Of the conditions at Indianola he wrote, "Very 
little is done there while I am away, and even while I am 
there. No one hurts himself by hard work."24 Jones heard 
from his men at the plantations in Liberty County that the 
crop "looked well," but the "Negroes" there were doing very 
little.'5 In fact, the freedmen at Montevideo caused enough 
23
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trouble for Fennell, the foreman, to call in the "Yankees" 
to restore order.26 
In spite of the changes, the Jones family still showed 
the traditional patriarchal concern for their loyal 
servants. Many of the Jones family slaves who had moved to 
Indianola during the war wanted to return to Liberty County 
and their old homes. Jones and his mother worked together 
to decide which people would receive contracts and move to 
the lowcountry plantations. Many of the servants returned 
to Liberty County in transportation provided by the Jones 
family. 
On the other hand, Jones did not employ all of the ex- 
slaves. He subjected the disloyal slaves to the newly 
established judgement of capitalism. Under the free labor 
system, Jones refused to care for ingrates. In his work on 
Reconstruction, Eric Foner states, "Paternalism had no 
place in a social order in which labor relations were 
mediated by the impersonal market, and blacks aggressively 
26
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pressed claims to autonomy and equality."28 Like many 
planters, Jones was a good capitalist. About the freedmen, 
he commented, "Now that they are all free, there are 
several of them not worth the hiring."19 
Jones and his mother traveled back to Montevideo with 
their ex-slaves in October 1865. In order to pay the 
sixty-seven dollar bill for their tickets and their 
baggage, Jones had to sell some of his Southwestern 
Railroad stock.30 Just one year earlier, Jones paid state 
and Confederate taxes totaling more than $2,500.31 He had a 
great amount of money before the war ended. In just twelve 
months, Jones's cash flow went from a steady stream to less 
than a trickle. 
In spite of Jones's return to the lands, the harvest 
did not go well at Arcadia or Montevideo. Several of the 
laborers on the plantations had quit by late October. 
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Fennell reported that "not one-fourth work done in 
months."31 Stealing was a regular occurrence at both 
plantations. Of the cotton that Jones did harvest, thieves 
stole all of it.33 
Because of the postwar changes, the plantations were 
not profitable. Jones decided to move back to Savannah 
because he had taken the oath of allegiance and could 
practice law again."1 He wanted to reopen his office and 
attempt to remake at least some of his lost fortune. On 
October 25, Mary Jones commented in a letter that Charles 
was on his way to Savannah to meet John E. Ward.35 
Jones had not seen Ward for two years. Before the 
elder gentleman left, for Europe in June 1863, the two men 
developed a strong friendship as law partners. Jones and 
Ward were in contact continually during the war. Prior to 
Ward's departure for Europe in 1863, he was in Savannah for 
32
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a year. Before that, Ward was in Europe.36 Although there 
is no record of their correspondence, Ward and Jones 
probably communicated during the summer after the Civil 
War. At least Jones knew to expect his old partner. 
In October 1865, Ward returned to the United States 
via New York and traveled South to Savannah. His friends 
expected him on November 7, but they were unsure of his 
intentions when he arrived. General Alexander R. Lawton 
wrote, "I receive many conflicting statements as to his 
plans, but it seems certain that for the present he will 
resume the practice of his profession in Savannah."37 With 
this in mind, Jones went to see his old partner. 
On November 15, 1865, Jones met with Ward and talked 
about another law practice. Jones wrote, "Mr. Ward will 
not resume practice in Savannah. He has made every 
arrangement for opening an office in New York, and has 
offered me a full copartnership with him."38 Before knowing 
whether Jones would come to New York as a partner, Ward 
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made his plans, probably for his wife. In his article on 
the Georgia statesman, William M. Gabard writes, "Mrs. Ward 
had never liked Savannah," and she wrote to a friend during 
the Civil War "that she could never return to live in the 
Georgia city."35 Mrs. Ward never returned to Savannah to 
live, although her husband returned after her death. 
Jones was immediately impressed with Ward's offer. He 
wrote to his mother, "The prospects for success [in New 
York], appear flattering. It seems a providential opening 
for me in more respects than one."40 Jones went on to 
explain that the colder climate would be beneficial for 
Eva's health, and he could provide for his mother with his 
anticipated income. Jones also considered selling the 
Liberty County plantations thereby relieving the family of 
that burden. 
On November 16, Montevideo was on the market for 
$30,000 in specie. Arcadia was for sale at fifteen dollars 
an acre and Maybank for $8,000 in specie. Jones did not 
intend to sacrifice the lands. The prices listed were 
" Gabard, "Confederate Career of John Elliott Ward," 
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their full value.41 Indianola Plantation was not for sale. 
As Jones considered moving to the North, he obviously 
intended to be an absentee plantation owner, but he did 
want to consolidate his holdings. 
At this point, Jones was thinking of the financial 
comfort of his family. He was not rejecting the South but 
was trying to regain his prewar standard of living, like 
many others in his condition. In his research, John 
Shelton Reed did not find that Southerners were anti- 
materialistic. He found that Northerners were just more 
materialistic.42 Given that reasoning, Jones maintained his 
Southernnese regardless of his capitalistic notions. He 
had a much-needed opportunity to make money, and he made 
his decision based on his financial concerns. 
Jones accepted Ward's offer at the end of November, 
and decided to sail by December 20. In the meantime, he 
made a trip to Montevideo to make sure the freedmen behaved 
well and to take care of his mother. Jones wrote, "[I] did 
all that I could to make [mother] comfortable and repair 
41
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the damages which had been caused by the enemy. . . . When 
I left, the servants were orderly, respectful, and at their 
work."43 Immediately before sailing to New York, Jones had 
another reminder of the changes in the South. He had one 
last look at the "damages caused by the enemy" and one last 
talk with the ex-servants. 
Old habits die hard, and Jones still referred to the 
loyal freedmen who stayed on the plantations as "servants." 
In fact, Jones was not convinced that the use of free labor 
would be successful at all. He hoped that by the start of 
the next season the planters would regain control over 
their labor force. The Old South tradition was deeply 
ingrained in Jones's thought. He was very loyal to the old 
ways because he thought they were the best ways. 
Regardless, Jones wanted to sell the plantations, so he 
would not have to deal with the risks of free labor and bad 
harvests .44 
As Jones prepared to leave for New York, he thought 
about the poor crop yield, the overcrowded conditions in 
43
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Savannah, and the poverty that overwhelmed the lowcountry. 
He had to go to New York. Jones wrote, "The more I see of 
Savannah, the more am I convinced that there is — for the 
present, at least — but little prospect for aught else than 
a living. If practicable, I must try and do more."4'1 Jones 
was not rejecting Georgia. He was leaving the poverty. As 
Jones prepared to depart from Savannah, he did not make any 
definite statements concerning his return. He just needed 
to earn a living. 
On December 23, 1865, Charles C. Jones, Jr. and his 
family sailed from Savannah for New York City.46 
Ironically, one year earlier, Lieutenant-Colonel Jones left 
Savannah under different but related circumstances. In 
1864, Jones and the Confederate garrison evacuated Savannah 
to avoid the overwhelming forces of General Sherman. In 
1865, Jones and his family left Savannah to avoid the 
overwhelming forces of poverty. 
In New York, Jones settled in at 132 East 16 Street at 
rooms prepared for his family by his elder partner. The 
45
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law office of Ward and Jones was located at 119 Broadway.47 
In order to increase their patronage, both Ward and Jones 
sent business cards to friends in Georgia to pass out to 
their acquaintances.48 The men showed their preference for 
a Southern clientele. 
Jones also brought business with him to New York. In 
December 1865, the governor of Virginia appointed Jones as 
Commissioner of Deeds for his state "with authority to take 
acknowledgment and proof of deeds and contracts relating to 
lands in this commonwealth."49 In a matter of weeks the 
governors of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and North 
Carolina had appointed Jones as the Commissioner of Deeds 
for their states as well. By February, Jones had received 
his fees for assuming the commissioner positions, and his 
financial situation improved considerably.50 
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Almost as soon as Jones arrived in the North, he 
returned to Savannah. Each year, he made a trip to the 
South to settle his accounts on the plantations and sign 
new contracts with his laborers. In 1866, the Liberty 
County lands were still up for sale.51 While Jones was in 
Savannah in January, he expected to take a man to Liberty 
County to see the plantations, but the sale did not go 
through.52 Cash was more valuable to Jones than land 
because he still owed the remaining $5,000 dollars of his 
$15,000 mortgage on Indianola Plantation. During the war, 
Jones was able to pay $10,000 on the mortgage in one year, 
but just twelve months after the war, Jones was not able to 
pay even one-fifth of the outstanding balance of $5,000. 
With the coming of spring, 1866, Jones reported that 
he and his family lived in comparative comfort. In March, 
Jones sent his mother a check for $100 . 53 Only five months 
before Jones had to sell railroad stock to acquire sixty- 
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seven dollars in cash. His financial situation had 
progressed satisfactorily, but he was still in debt. 
Jones's work at the law practice generally required 
about eight hours a day. He spent another two hours on the 
car riding to and from work. He did not seem to mind the 
time required for the trip stating it took "just one hour" 
co travel from home to office.54 Jones had rented a house 
on 84 Street across from Central Park, which he described 
as "quite in the country and yet in the city."'5 He 
generally left for his office around eight o'clock in the 
morning and returned home around seven-thirty at night." 
In addition to the time required by the law practice, 
Jones also spent a considerable number of hours managing 
his lands in the South. He had been trying to sell 
Montevideo, Arcadia, and Maybank for six months when he 
received a request from his mother to try to sell his 
uncle's plantation as well. The land was near Maybank 
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Plantation. Jones replied that he would do what he could. 
Even in the thriving metropolis of New York, Jones had very 
little success finding anyone interested in Southern land. 
In addition to his law practice and real estate 
management Jones made time for a literary career. Writing 
allowed Jones to romanticize about Southern tradition and 
antebellum life. Wilbur J. Cash noted the "tendency toward 
romanticism" as a "great characteristic" of Southerners.58 
Through his writing, Jones reinforced the notion of the 
good old days and broadened the distinction in his mind 
between the Old and the New Souths. 
In the early months of 1866, the Georgia Historical 
Society asked Jones to write an account of the events in 
Savannah during the Civil War.'i') The work was the first of 
many historical narratives that he wrote while in New York. 
For obvious reasons, Jones was a good candidate for the 
task. 
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Jones's relationship to many firsthand participants in 
the struggle gave him a variety of sources for information. 
Jones knew several of the commanding generals who fought in 
Savannah. For example, General George A. Mercer sent Jones 
a description of the position of his division when General 
Sherman's troops arrived at the Georgia coast.60 Jones also 
wrote to his mother requesting any letters, newspaper 
accounts, or diary entries that would help him to assemble 
the facts.b: By June the project had grown into two 
accounts. The defenses around Savannah were the subject of 
the first work, and the other was a short history of the 
Chatham Artillery." 
Back at the office, Jones had business to attend to in 
Washington, D.C. The details of his business are unknown, 
but he did write with a grievous tone about being a 
"petitioner for the plundered Confederate."63 More than 
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likely, Jones's work with Southern deeds and land brought 
him clients who wanted to sue the United States government 
for losses resulting from the war. Jones spent several 
days in Washington during the months of October, November, 
and December 1866, presenting the cases of his mistreated 
clients. Sharing in the losses of other Southerners 
compounded his own well-established sense of grievance.64 
The record is silent as to whether or not Jones was 
successful in his mission as he left Washington. 
When Jones returned to the family plantations to 
settle the accounts for the year, the conditions reminded 
him of why he left. The harvest of 1866 was as bad as 
1865. In a letter that eventually ended up in Jones's 
possession, P. L. Lerry wrote that most of his neighbors 
did not have enough corn to last from September to 
Christmas. He also stressed that stealing was rampant. 
Lerry described how black thieves would take their wagons 
to a cornfield and steal the corn right off the stalk until 
someone chased them away. They would then run to another 
county to steal again. Lerry was not pleased with the 
recent events in the South. He went so far as to say that 
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the Federal troops should stop protecting the blacks so 
that the race war could begin. Lerry was also pessimistic 
about the future recovery of his region. He cautioned his 
reader not to come to the South any time soon, stating that 
it was too hard to make a living." 
Jones was not as harsh in his opinions of the freedmen 
as Lerry. He resented free labor more than black people. 
Even after two years, Jones still thought of free labor as 
just an experiment. He would not relinquish the old ways. 
Jones considered the lack of control over the freedmen to 
be the major problem not because of the ex-slaves but 
because of weak white men. Jones thought the black workers 
needed direction, but instead they were giving the 
directions .66 
Jones, like many ex-slaveholders in the South, agreed 
with the traditional stereotypical view of the black race.67 
He wrote: 
The Negro has always been a child in intellect — 
improvident, incapable of the operation of any law 
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other than the will of his master, careless of the 
future, and without the most-distant conception of the 
duties of life and labor now devolved upon him.68 
At Indianola, Jones's workers, according to him, lived up 
to his stereotype and "grew tired of picking cotton" after 
he left for New York. Jones estimated that he should have 
had 100 bales of cotton, but instead his men harvested only 
"enough to pay expenses."59 
When Jones returned to New York in 1867, his financial 
condition was poor again. The good months at the beginning 
of 1866 were gone. Jones still had a $5,000 mortgage on 
Indianola P]antation, and he was helping his mother publish 
his late father's work. History of the Church of God, which 
cost him around $500./c The return on his plantations was, 
as he said, "enough to pay expenses." Business was coming 
to the law firm more slowly.71 To try to generate more 
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income, Jones sent some circulars to his brother-in-law in 
New Orleans to distribute to influential businessmen.72 
Jones needed more money because his wife was pregnant. 
By the summer 1867, Eva Jones was confined to her bed. Her 
mother was by her side. In the early morning hours of July 
27, Eva gave birth to Edgeworth Casey Jones, known as Casey 
to the family.1' The child was given Mrs. Eve's family 
name, Edgeworth. During the delivery, Eva experienced some 
complications, which worried Jones after his earlier 
experience with Ruth, but her doctor was able to keep her 
condition stable so that she recovered quickly.74 
By the fall 1867, Jones was the sole manager of the 
family plantations in Liberty County. His sister and 
brother left all of the responsibilities to him. Philodea 
Eve, the "senior" owner of the Eve family plantations, 
lived in New York with her daughter and son-in-law, so 
Jones also informally managed the Eve lands near Augusta. 
Even as the sole manager of the Liberty County lands, Jones 
72
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was still an absentee owner who did not have to deal with 
the changes of Reconstruction on a daily basis. He had to 
call on friends and relatives to help him maintain 
efficient production on the plantations. 
In September, Jones encouraged his brother-in-law, F. 
Edgeworth Eve, to sell the Eve family plantation, Hill 
Place. After the lack of success Jones had at marketing 
his places in Liberty County, he suggested selling the land 
at public auction. Jones advised Edgeworth to attend the 
auction and listen carefully to the bidding. If no person 
submitted a satisfactory bid, Jones recommended to his 
brother-in-law that he outbid everyone else and keep the 
land.75 As a result of the postwar changes, Hill Place 
Plantation was going to ruin, much like Montevideo and 
Arcadia, so Jones was willing to counsel Edgeworth to just 
sell the property and get as much as possible, and he 
volunteered to prepare the deeds. 
Jones had grown pessimistic about the value of land in 
south Georgia. Shortly after their conversation about Hill 
Place, Jones asked his brother-in-law to look after 
75
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Indianola Plantation during the fall. He still had his 
mortgage, but he did not think the sale of the land would 
bring in enough to cover the outstanding balance of 
$5, 000.76 Jones suffered a large capital loss on his 
investment on Indianola. He bought the property during the 
war for $15,000. Of all the changes Jones suffered because 
of the war, the drop in the value of his land was the most 
defined. 
With good reason, Jones was discouraged with all of 
his property in south Georgia. By October 1867, he had 
given up on selling his uncle's plantation. Writing to his 
mother, Jones stated, "I have endeavored in vain to 
interest a single purchaser. Parties will not buy, and for 
very good reason. Who does wish to buy in a country in 
such an unhappy condition as that which our beloved South 
now is?"77 Many investors were not willing to risk their 
money on land and labor in south Georgia. 
With business slow and his accounts settled, Jones 
turned his attention back to his literary career in the 
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early months of 1868. He began sending out copies of his 
first book, Monumental Remains of Georgia. In the book, 
which he wrote in 1861, Jones expanded upon a speech he had 
given before the Georgia Historical Society in 1859 called 
"Indian Remains in South Georgia."'8 Although Jones 
romanticized about the Old South and the Confederacy in 
many of his writings, he also wrote several scholarly 
works. Jones corresponded with some important men in the 
academic community of the mid-nineteenth century. He sent 
a copy of Monumental Remains to Henry W. Longfellow who 
thanked his former student.19 
Jones was also involved with some scholarly societies, 
including the American Antiquarian Society. He 
corresponded from time to time with Samuel F. Haven, the 
secretary of the society. Since the A.A.S. met in Boston, 
Jones was not able to attend every meeting.80 He was a 
fairly prestigious member because of his large collection 
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of artifacts. The Indian relics that Jones found on 
Colonel's Island in his youth were part of a much larger 
collection that Jones was accumulating in New York. 
After three years in the North, Jones was still eking 
out a living, although a more comfortable living. By 1868, 
he had begun to establish himself as a Southern lawyer in 
New York. Although he and his family attained some of 
their prewar standards of living, Jones had not remade his 
fortune nor paid off his debts. 
By pursuing his interests in history and archeology, 
Jones was able to express his romantic notions of Southern 
tradition. The requests he received from the Georgia 
Historical Society to speak at their annual meetings and 
write short histories stimulated his work. By 1868, he had 
begun several short papers that he would later expand and 
publish. 
After two years in the North, Jones had established 
himself financially and was about to recoup his fortune. 
He was very involved in the management of his Southern 
plantations and Southern land in general. Jones worked for 
Southern interests primarily. His writings up to this 
point were about Southern topics. In addition, Jones did 
not explore the North beyond his professional and literary 
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interests. He was self-conscious of his Southernness and 
felt a deep sense of grievance because of all his postwar 
losses. Although he did not talk about returning to South 
any time soon, Jones showed no interest in settling in the 
North permanently. He was simply trying to do more than 
just make a living. 
CHAPTER 5 
"SOJOURN IN THE LAND OF THE ENEMY" 
During his stay in New York City, the value that Jones 
placed on his tradition was reinforced against the backdrop 
of his Northern surroundings and Reconstruction changes. 
Jones became more and more loyal to the old "rebel" ways, 
but a paradox seems to exist in Jones's loyalty. Gaines 
Foster notes that Jones's departure for New York was not a 
good "display" of rebel "defiance."1 If Southernness were 
restricted to location, then this would be true. On the 
other hand, Jones's absence from the South during 
Reconstruction was a crucial characteristic of his 
resilient Southernness. Because of New York, Jones 
remembered and held onto antebellum ideals. Jones was 
frozen in time when he departed for the North in 1866. He 
was still hopeful that the Southerners could return to the 
traditions of their fathers. Jones guarded his prewar 
ideals through his speeches and writings. 
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Although he resided in the North, Jones spent most of 
his time working for Southern clients and pursuing Southern 
interests. He corresponded frequently with a multitude of 
acquaintances from below the Mason-Dixon Line, and he 
studied Southern history. From his place in New York City, 
Jones carefully watched his property in the South as well 
as the interests of his Southern clientele. 
Many changes had occurred since Jones left the South, 
as his friend, Robert Toombs, informed him. In June 1868, 
Toombs wrote to Jones about the place of the South in the 
upcoming national and state elections. First, Toombs 
referred to the Georgia Legislature as a "ragamuffin band 
of negroes [sic] and thieves," and stated that there needed 
to be a change in state leadership. 
Toombs also thought there needed to be a change in the 
national leadership of the Democratic Party. He criticized 
the party leaders in New York City saying that they could 
not know anything about the conditions in the South. In 
spite of this, Toombs still believed in the Democratic 
party if it was under the right leadership. Toombs blamed 
the defeat of the Democrats in 1860 for starting the Civil 
War, and he believed that a Democratic victory in 1868 
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would "make peace."2 On the other hand, Toombs gave up on 
the Democratic National Convention meeting in New York. 
He wrote that an "unconquered and unhesitant [sic] rebel" 
could do more for his country at home — in the South.3 
Jones would have agreed with Toombs concerning the 
defeat of the Democrats in 186 0, and he wanted to help the 
South. Unlike Toombs, however, he could not afford to 
return to the South. Robert Toombs had established a 
successful law practice in Washington, Georgia. As of 
July, Jones had no plans to move back to the South because 
he was still trying to make a living in New York. 
Jones was not only a Southerner, he was a member of 
the planter elite in Southern society. In 1868, his 
concern was not so much the location of his comfortable 
house, but the house itself. Some may criticize Jones for 
being less Southern for his move to New York, but, on the 
other hand, Jones's actions suggest that Southernness is 
less restricted to location than some critics may 
acknowledge. Jones was a prominent man among Southerners, 
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and he needed to remain prominent. While in New York, 
Jones was still Southern in his ideas and outlook. After 
three years in the city, Jones was more concerned about 
making money than the region where he made his money. 
In July 1868, Jones was still thinking with prewar 
standards. He wrote to Edgeworth Eve about selling the Eve 
family plantation. Jones wanted to put the plantation on 
the market for $20,000 or $25,000. Those sums were quite 
high for most Southerners to pay. Jones attempted to be as 
convincing as possible because when he wrote the letter to 
Edgeworth on July 27, he had already offered the place to 
James M. Dye, who did not buy.4 At the same time, Jones 
even tried to persuade Edgeworth to buy out Eva's share in 
the house so that she could take the money and invest it in 
something more profitable in the North.'1 
Another case where Jones was thinking in prewar 
standards was his reaction to the circumstances at 
Indianola. Jones imposed on his brother-in-law to visit 
the plantation. He feared that his white overseer and his 
4
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to James M. Dye, July 27, 
1868, Ibid. 
8
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to F. Edgeworth Eve, July 27, 
1868, Ibid. 
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black overseer, "Careless," were stealing.6 Although 
stealing occurred on a few plantations before the Civil 
War, the Joneses did not have a problem with thieves. As 
noted in chapter four, stealing was a major postbellum 
problem for Jones and many other Southerners like P. L. 
Lerry. Jones dealt with the problem in a paternalistic way 
writing a letter to "Careless" that stressed honesty and 
fair dealings. Jones stated, "Remember that I have trusted 
you, and I do not expect to see that confidence misplaced." 
In order to guard against stealing, Jones instructed 
"Careless" to sell the cotton crop as soon as they 
harvested it.8 
One major difference between Jones and Lerry is that 
Lerry had lived with the changes of Reconstruction for two 
years. Jones knew about the problems, but because his 
primary income was from his New York law practice, he could 
romanticize about the antebellum South and deal with the 
problems in a prewar fashion. The most contact Jones had 
6
 Ibid. 
• Charles C. Jones, Jr., to "Careless," September 3, 
1868, Ibid. 
8
 Ibid. 
126 
with the changes in the South were his yearly trips to 
Georgia and his correspondence. 
Even on his trips to the South, Jones did not have to 
endure Reconstruction changes for very long. On December 
11, 1868, Jones left New York to take care of business 
matters in Georgia.9 The first place he went was the Eve 
family plantation near Augusta. When Jones settled the 
accounts for his in-laws for the year, they had made $1140. 
Eva Jones received a share of $200.10 The fair return from 
the land made Jones more optimistic about the profitability 
of Indianola. He wrote to his brother-in-law, MacPherson, 
that the place could be productive if under the right 
supervision, and Jones asked MacPherson to help in any way 
he could.11 On the other hand, Jones had given up on the 
plantations in Liberty County. He encouraged his mother to 
9
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mrs. S. C. Edgeworth Bird, 
December 11, 1868, Ibid. 
10
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to MacPherson B. Eve, Dr. J. 
P. Garnin, and F. Edgeworth Eve, January 13, 1869, Ibid. 
11
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to MacPherson B. Eve, 
September 11, 1868, Ibid. 
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rent Maybank Plantation to an interested local gentleman 
named Audley Kreig for whatever price she could get.1" 
When Jones optimistically thought that the 
productivity of Indianola and the state of Georgia could 
improve, he measured the improvement in the traditional 
terms of the planters. After returning to New York, Jones 
wrote to a friend from Liberty County who moved to 
California, "The good old State is rapidly recovering and 
the material prosperity of the planters is evidenced on 
every hand."13 He estimated that two or three more good 
seasons would put "everyone" back on their feet. 
Jones's optimism for the recovery of Georgia was based 
on entirely different methods of production than a New 
South man like Henry Grady. Jcnes was thinking in line 
with the tradition he valued so highly. He measured 
success according to the productivity of the plantation. 
Even at this time, Jones had not fully accepted free labor. 
He still held onto the hope that managers would be allowed 
stricter control over their laborers. In his stress on 
12
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mrs. Mary Jones, September 
14, 1868, Ibid. 
13
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Julian McAllister, January 
15, 1869, Ibid. 
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agricultural land and labor, Jones was trying to return to 
the old ways under the new system. 
For Jones to return to Georgia, he needed to be sure 
that he could resume his prewar standard of living in the 
state. An opportunity to return was not satisfactory 
without the proper remuneration. In the fall of 1869, 
Robert Toombs wrote to Jones about the new Archeology 
Department at the University of Georgia. Toombs suggested 
that Jones could fill the chair position of the new 
department if he desired. Jones admitted that he liked the 
proposition, but the pay was lower than he wanted. As a 
result of the low salary, Jones decided to let the position 
pass to another.14 
Jones was thinking seriously about moving back to the 
South. The letter from Toombs was the first evidence of 
Jones's desire to return to his home since his departure 
for New York. Up to this point, all he wanted to do was to 
sell all of his land in Liberty County. When Jones left 
for New York, he may not have intended his stay to be 
14
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Robert Toombs, October 18, 
1869, quoted in Neil S. Penn, "Charles Colcock Jones, Jr., 
Georgia Archeologist, Collector, and Historian" (M.A. 
thesis, Duke University, 1958), 31. 
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permanent, but he did not have any definite time limit 
either. From 1866 to 1869, Jones carefully watched the 
conditions in the South, but it was not until he returned 
from Georgia in January 1869, that he seemed optimistic 
about the financial restoration of his native state and his 
return.15 Financial restoration was important to Jones. 
Although Jones wanted to leave the North, the lack of 
opportunity in the South to make a living comparable to his 
prewar standard kept him away from home. He had regained 
his income in New York but not his fortune. Jones needed 
more time to collect more money. As he received additional 
offers to return to Georgia, Jones's decision to move 
usually rested on some financial contingency. As a once 
wealthy planter, Jones could not return to Georgia for a 
commoner's wage. 
By 1870, Jones had studied several areas of Georgia's 
colonial and antebellum history. He had written an account 
on the siege of Savannah during the Civil War as well as 
Historical Sketch of the Chatham Artillery, Monumental 
Remains of Georgia, and Tomo Chi Chi of the Yamacraws. 
15
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Julian McAllister, January 
15, 1869, Charles C. Jones, Jr., Collection, Perkins 
Library, Duke University, Durham. 
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Jones's interests were, like his tour of duty in the Civil 
War, primarily for Georgia. Jones also continued to study 
ancient history as well. 
Although somewhat romantic in his treatment of his 
subjects, Jones was still scholarly for his day. In July 
1870, Jones sent copies of his latest work, Reminiscences 
of the Last Days of General Henry Lee, to several well- 
known eighteenth century men. Jones remembered many people 
from the North as well as the South when he presented his 
works. Harvard librarian, John S. Sibley, wrote to Jones, 
"Glad to welcome another volume from you — an exceedingly 
interesting one, too."16 Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote to 
Jones thanking him for the work and expressing his 
"delight" to see the preservation of the past by men such 
as Jones. He also complimented Jones for his publisher 
Joel Munsell knowing that anything published by the Munsell 
house was a work of quality.11 Henry W. Longfellow also 
16
 John S. Sibley to Charles C. Jones, Jr., July 8, 
1870, Ibid. 
17
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wrote to thank Jones for a copy of the work and to 
congratulate him on another book.18 
Jones had many professional connections in the North 
as well as in the South. He was involved with the New York 
Historical Society and the American Antiquarian Society.19 
Jones knew enough literary people in New York to be of help 
to his friends from the South. William B. Taliferro, 
Jones's commander in Florida during the Civil War, wrote to 
ask Jones to introduce his friend, Charles Poindexter, to 
people in New York. Poindexter wanted to engage in 
"literary pursuits" in the city, and Taliferro thought that 
Jones could help.20 
As Jones's literary skills developed, his loyalty to 
the Old South grew stronger. Because he was becoming a 
better writer and an orator, he had more opportunities to 
write and speak. These extra opportunities to consider the 
Southern way of life caused Jones to have a greater value 
for his tradition. Interestingly enough, the mix made 
13
 Henry W. Longfellow to Charles C. Jones, Jr., July 
30, 1870, Ibid. 
19
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Jones an expert in south Georgia history. As he became 
more ingrained with the past, he became more noteworthy in 
the present. 
While in New York, Jones did groundbreaking scholarly 
work in the field of archeology. He was particularly known 
as the one of the leading archeologists of Georgia.21 He 
collected specimens of ancient river life and corresponded 
with several scholars of the day.22 Professor Spencer F. 
Baird of the Smithsonian Institute corresponded with Jones 
about seashells.23 In the fall, Professor Charles Rau, also 
of the Smithsonian, wrote to Jones asking for information 
about Indian pipes.24 Jones also proudly presented the New 
21
 Charles C. Harold, 'Archeology with Especial 
Reference to Recent Investigations in the Interior and on 
the Coast," Georgia Historical Quarterly 2 3 (Spring 1939): 
56 . 
2
' E. H. Davis to Charles C. Jones, Jr., February 20, 
1871, Charles C Jones, Jr., Collection, Perkins Library, 
Duke University, Durham. 
23
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1871, Ibid; Noted as an American naturalist and vertebrate 
zoologist, Spencer R. Baird was an nineteenth century 
expert in the field of birds and mammals in North America. 
24
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York Historical Society with a copy of the Collections of 
the Georgia Historical Society, Part 1, Volume 3 .25 
Jones's good returns in the academic world were not 
duplicated on his plantations. In 1870, the Liberty County 
plantations yielded only $135.33 for Jones.26 The return on 
the land hardly made Jones's trips to the South worthwhile, 
but after five years without a buyer, Jones had given up on 
selling the land. He noted that the best thing to do that 
year was to hold onto the property.27 
Jones realized he could not sell the Liberty County 
lands for any profit, but still holding onto the better 
days of the past, he would not reduce his price on the 
land. Instead, Jones decided to sell his plantation in 
Burke County. He wrote to McPherson B. Eve before he went 
to Georgia that he wanted to sell Indianola for ten dollars 
per acre, the original cost.28 As in the case of the 
2
' Charles C. Jones, Jr., to George H. Moore, November 
7, 1871, Ibid. 
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 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mrs. Mary Mallard, January 
28, 1871, Ibid. 
27
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Liberty County properties, Jones would not sacrifice the 
place. He bought the land for ten dollars an acre before 
the Civil War ended, and Jones wanted to get that price in 
spite of the changes that had occurred in the South. In 
the end, Jones never sold Indianola. He traded it with 
McPherson B. Eve for his quarter of the Eve family 
plantation.29 
The contrast between prewar and postwar returns on the 
plantations was a constant reminder to Jones of 
Reconstruction changes. He had another bad year at the 
Liberty County plantations in 1871. After taxes, Jones 
made $112. To Jones, the real trouble at the lands was not 
the harvest but the freedmen.30 To his brother, he wrote, 
"It strikes me that they are unable to pay a miserable 
rent, and fail uniformly to make a crop upon shares."31 
Jones had set up a sharecropping system at Arcadia, but 
because of the hassle he just wanted to sell the land. 
Joseph cautioned his brother about selling the land to the 
29
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mrs. Philodea E. Eve, 
February 16, 1870, Charles C. Jones, Jr., Collection, 
Perkins Library, Duke University, Durham. 
30
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1872, Ibid. 
31
 Ibid. 
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sharecroppers. He reasoned that if the freedmen could not 
pay their rent then they could not afford to buy the land. 
Joseph suggested finding richer buyers in Savannah and 
selling for cash.32 
By 1872, Jones was ready to cut his ties to the 
Liberty County plantations. He wrote to Joseph that 
Arcadia was in "continuous decay" and that the conditions 
had "driven" other planters to sell their lands.33 All of 
the land surrounding Arcadia had already been sold to 
freedmen, so Jones made detailed preparations for the sale 
of the property. He wrote: 
The plantation for that purpose has been divided into 
lots varying in extent from 50 to 100 acres. Bonds 
for titles are made, and no fee passes until the last 
and full payment be made. Time for payment in annual 
installments varies from three to five years ... It 
will be necessary to have the plantation re-surveyed 
and run off in lots of not more than 100 acres each. 
Partial requirements will be secured if practicable, 
and bond for titles given. The land to revert upon 
failure to remit stipulated payments.34 
After six years Jones compromised on the price of the 
land, but he had to justify his position according to a 
32
 Ibid. 
33
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Joseph Jones, February 5, 
1872, Ibid. 
34
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prewar standard, not a postwar change. In 1865, Jones 
wanted to sell the 2,000-acre estate for fifteen dollars an 
acre. By 1872, he was willing to sell the land for three 
dollars an acre. In order to justify the sale Jones 
explained to his brother that when their father bought the 
plantation, it did not cost more than $3,000. Therefore if 
they could sell it for $6,000 then they would make a 
profit. Jones sent a Power of Attorney form to Joseph and 
his sister, Mary, to sign, thus giving him legal authority 
to execute the sale. The Joneses slowly sold Arcadia, 
share by share, holding Montevideo and Maybank in the 
meantime. 
In March 1872, Jones continued to compromise. He had 
bought two shares of stock from the Vicksburg, Shreveport, 
and Texas Railroad Company in the amount of $1,000 dollars 
each several years before the Civil War. Jones bought the 
shares from a friend of his prewar law partner, Henry R. 
Jackson.35 In 1872, Jackson found someone interested in 
buying the shares from Jones at half their value. Jones 
35
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Henry R. Jackson, May 27, 
1871, Ibid. 
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did not complain, he just wrote to Jackson to close the 
deal with the man and get the money!36 
Jones had no accompanying literary compromises. He 
was still a Georgia scholar. In April 1873, Jones reached 
the first milestone of his writing career with the 
publication of Antiquities of the Southern Indians, 
Particularly of the Georgia Tribes. He was excited to send 
a copy of the work to the Georgia Historical Society.37 He 
dedicated Antiquities to his native state: "To the State of 
Georgia this volume is affectionately inscribed, by one of 
her sons."38 The Daily Sun and The Daily Constitution of 
Atlanta had high praise for the work. The writer of the 
review in the Constitution stated, "[The work] is one of 
the most valuable contributions of historic truth that the 
age has produced."39 The book was also reviewed in papers 
36
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Henry R. Jackson, March 8, 
1872, Ibid. 
3
'' Charles C. Jones, Jr., to William G. Mann, April 25, 
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39
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like The Evening Post of New York, The Daily Picayune of 
New Orleans, The Chronicle and the Sentinel of Augusta, The 
Marietta Journal and the Savannah Weekly News .40 
With the publication of Antiquities, Jones established 
himself among the academic professionals of the United 
States. He also received the acknowledgment of some 
European archeologists. Jones boasted to William Mann of 
the Georgia Historical Society that he wished he could show 
him his letters from Carl Vogt, Sir John Lubbock, John 
Evans, and "other prominent European archeologists."41 
Jones was not only known for his scholarly 
accomplishments, but also for his continuing dedication to 
the tradition of the Old South and the Confederacy. In the 
spring of 1873, John F. Pickett had acquired the Great Seal 
of the Confederate States. He sent Jones the first replica 
of the silver medallion in regard for Jones's devotion to 
10
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41
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to William G. Mann, June 3, 
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the "Lost Cause."42 Pickett needed to know who in Augusta 
or Savannah could help distribute the important Confederate 
memorabilia. The money Pickett made from the sales, he 
planned to donate to needy families in the South.41 Jones 
was fairly well known both in New York City and south 
Georgia, and people in both places knew of his devotion to 
the "Lost Cause." 
In the fall, Jones began to work on another project of 
Georgia history. He was translating the memoirs of some 
French officers who recorded the events of the siege of 
Savannah during the Revolutionary War. He anticipated 
completing the work before January 1874, in order to give 
it as an address at the annual meeting of the Georgia 
Historical Society. Jones also had a map from the siege he 
wanted to show the members.44 In January, Jones spoke to 
the society, and later in the spring, he had the work 
published. 
12
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In the early months of 1874, Jones had another 
opportunity to return to his home state. The trustees of 
the University of Georgia were looking for a chancellor. 
The opportunity to go home was again appealing to Jones, 
but the salary for the chancellorship position at the 
university was one-third of Jones's current salary.45 The 
chancellorship position offered only $3,000 a year and a 
house. Robert Toombs attempted to help his friend by 
adding another $1,2 00 annually from a fund that the late 
George R. Gilmer, one time governor of Georgia, had donated 
to the University.46 
During this time, Jones was thinking harder and harder 
about going home. He wrote to Henry Jackson: 
It is evident to me that my children will soon attain 
an age when they must have the association of their 
own friends and people . . . The idea of their growing 
up in this land of strangers and enemies is abhorrent 
to the last degree.47 
45
 In his thesis on Jones, Neil S. Penn states that 
Jones's annual income at the time varied from $7,500 to 
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Mary Ruth was twelve years of age, and Edgeworth Casey was 
six at the time. Proper upbringing including the right 
tradition for his children was very important to Jones. 
Although he wanted to move south, the chancellorship 
position was not enough to bring Jones back to Georgia. He 
wrote to Robert Toombs that he would be ready to go if the 
$1,200 grant could be added to his salary, but provisions 
in Governor Gilmer's will made that maneuver impossible.48 
Jones hesitated. Charles J. Jenkins wrote him in April 
telling him that he could probably have the position if he 
wanted it.49 Jones wrote to Jenkins and declined the 
position."'0 Because of the inadequate salary, Eva did not 
want to make the move either. 
Jones was internationally known as a Southern scholar 
by the summer of 1874. He sent out copies of his published 
speech, The Siege of Savannah 177 9, to several people in 
America and Europe. Alexander Stephens and Wymberly J. 
48
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DeRenne of Georgia received copies. Jones forwarded copies 
to the Harvard University Library, the American Antiquarian 
Society, and the British Museum. He also sent copies to 
Longfellow and Holmes.51 
By 1875, the gap between Jones's prewar financial 
condition and his present condition had been reduced 
considerably. Sometime that year he was able to buy out a 
mortgage for $26,600, and as Neil S. Penn states, "The 
return on this investment gave Jones an additional income 
of more than one thousand dollars each year."52 Buying out 
the mortgage was a significant financial accomplishment 
considering Jones's situation in previous years.53 
Staying close to his Southern interests, Jones 
continued his work for the Georgia Historical Society and 
delivered another address in January 1876, entitled "The 
51
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Brave Sergeant Jasper."54 Jones was well known for more 
than just his knowledge of Georgia history. His 
archeological collections also had quite an acclaim. On 
February 29, 1876, Charles Eliot, the president of Harvard 
University, wrote that he hoped to see Jones and his 
collections .55 
With another presidential election race heating up in 
1876, Jones turned his attention back to politics. Of New 
York he wrote, "City politics here are in a genuine fog. I 
never have anything to do with them, and have not polled a 
vote since I voted for Mr. Davis as President of the 
Confederacy."56 The time of Jones's sojourn was arguably 
one of the worst periods of corruption in New York City 
politics. It is no wonder that Jones would not vote. He 
disliked the Republicans, and the Democrats were under the 
control of the famous Tweed Ring led by "Boss" William M. 
54
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Tweed. The people of New York lost more than $100 million 
to Tweed and his associates at Tammany Hall.1" In October 
1871, Samuel Tilden exposed the theft, and in 1872, Tilden 
worked to end the corrupt reign of the Tweed Ring. 
Depending on how interested Jones was, as a lawyer, he 
probably knew more about the whole affair than the average 
New Yorker. 
By 1877, Jones was financially ready to return to 
Georgia. No other specific reason is apparent from Jones's 
correspondence during the time. Hayes's election to the 
presidency may have had an influence, but Jones had decided 
to move before the Electoral Commission had reached their 
famous agreement ending political Reconstruction. The 
reason that Jones states was the "pinched" condition of the 
"Yankees" who were "no longer indulging in litigations as 
freely."58 Jones figured that practicing law in Georgia 
could be just as profitable as practicing law in New York, 
and he preferred to be around "his own people." 
" T. Harry Williams, Richard N. Current and Frank 
Freidel, A History of the United States Since 1865 (New 
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When the Joneses decided to return to the South, they 
wanted to move to either Savannah or Augusta. Because Mrs. 
Eva Jones had family in Augusta, her choice was obvious. 
For Jones, the decision was more difficult. He cited some 
different reasons for going to Augusta. In a letter to his 
brother-in-law, Jones expressed his concern about re- 
entering the city of Savannah and trying to build a law 
practice among the many well-established lawyers.59 Jones 
also commented on the "depressed condition of everything" 
in the city.60 
Probably the most important reason keeping Jones from 
Savannah was the poor health conditions in the city during 
the summer months.61 He had already lost his first wife and 
child in the city. Jones wrote to a friend a year after 
settling in Augusta, "The question of health for my 
children mainly determined us in selecting Augusta as my 
residence. All my preferences were for my old home, 
59
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Savannah."62 Although Jones may have wanted to go to 
Savannah, in order to take care of his family he went to 
Augusta where they were close to his in-laws. Even though 
the Jones was farther away from Liberty County, the 
plantations there could be managed in Augusta just as well 
as in Savannah. 
The Joneses decided to buy the Reid house in 
Summerville, then just outside Augusta. Mrs. Jones was 
very happy with the house, and Jones liked the proximity to 
the city where he located his law office. They paid the 
first installment on the house on March 15, in the amount 
of $5,400 and paid off the balance on the house for $4,000 
at the end of April. Jones did very well in New York City 
considering he paid $9,400 in cash in just two months. It 
is reminiscent of the days when he purchased Indianola and 
paid $10,000 in one year. While Jones stayed in New York 
until May, his family moved into the house which they 
renamed Montrose.63 
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In Augusta, Jones continued to live much like he did 
in New York. He opened a law practice with his brother-in- 
law, Edgeworth Eve, and they located their office at 241 
Broad Street.64 He continued his correspondence with 
Professors Baird and Rau at the Smithsonian, and he 
continued writing works about history. In October 1877, he 
sent Professor Rau a paper about the "aboriginal 
manufacture of arrow and spear points along the line of the 
Savannah River."" 
Jones also continued giving speeches in Augusta and 
Savannah. On October 31, 1878, the Evenincr Sentinel of 
Augusta recorded Jones's speech, "Oration upon the Occasion 
of the Unveiling and Dedication of the Confederate Monument 
in Augusta, Georgia."56 Jones spoke about the "noble 
women" of the city, the "Lost Cause," the gallant soldiers 
of Augusta, and the "ruthless" dismissal of "established 
64
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[Southern] institutions."67 In the coming years, Jones 
would continue to stress these themes of tradition and 
grievance. 
In addition to practicing law and writing, Jones 
continued to look after the Liberty County Plantations. 
Montevideo remained intact while Arcadia was in the process 
of being sold piece by piece. For the year 1878, 
Montevideo plantation made $164 for Jones. The return was 
the best in years. 
Jones had ended his sojourn in New York meeting his 
financial goals. He and Eva were able to buy a comfortable 
house near Augusta and continue their prewar standard of 
living. Jones still had the family lands in Liberty 
County, and he owned a quarter of the Eve family 
plantation. He also had his law practice and his writing. 
Jones returned to Georgia much more aware of his 
Southern tradition. His sojourn outside the South was a 
"potent 'consciousness-raising experience'" in a regional 
67
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Perkins Library, Duke University, Durham. 
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and traditional sense.68 In the Northern environment of New 
York, Jones could clearly see his differences with 
Northerners, and it made him value the South as a region 
and his Southern tradition even more than he had. He 
obviously associated with Northerners on a daily basis, but 
Jones did not make those people his close friends. His 
upbringing as a Southerner allowed him to ignore opinions 
that did not correspond with ones he had already accepted, 
like Frederick Law Olmstead perceptively observed when he 
said, " [The Southerner] closes his doors to all opinions 
and schemes to which he has been bred a stranger."69 
Jones's friends and confidants were Southerners. 
On the other hand, Jones found many changes when he 
returned to Georgia. The most important result of Jones's 
sojourn in the North was the fact that he did not adjust to 
New South institutions or ideas. Jones did not experience 
first hand the changes made in the South from 1865 to 1877. 
68
 John S. Reed, Southerners: The Social Psychology of 
Sectionalism (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1983), 33. 
69
 Frederick L. Olmstead, The Cotton Kingdom: A 
Traveler's Observations on Cotton and Slavery in the 
American Slave States. ed. by Arthur M. Schlesinger (New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 19S2), 616. 
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He did not have to accept the changes in order to live. By 
1870, the plantations were a secondary source of income for 
Jones, and he could afford to ignore the problems. When 
Jones returned to Georgia, he wanted to resume his 
antebellum lifestyle. Instead, he had to experience the 
great change in his region. Jones reacted by longing for 
his previous lifestyle and becoming one of the most 
outspoken advocates of the Old South in the nineteenth 
century.70 
70
 Foster, Ghosts of the Confederacy, 82 
CONCLUSION 
In the last sixteen years of his life, Charles C. 
Jones, Jr. enjoyed a very productive career. During the 
time, Jones wrote his most well known historical work, The 
History of Georgia, which was reprinted in 1969.1 Because 
he was president of the Confederate Survivors Association, 
Jones delivered annual speeches for the group praising the 
Old South and the Confederacy, thus securing his legacy as 
an "unreconstructed rebel." Jones continued his successful 
law practice in Augusta, and in 1883, he argued a case 
before the Supreme Court.2 Historians remember Jones first 
and foremost for his reputation as an "unreconstructed 
rebel," and secondly for his writings about the past. 
In many respects, the early years of Charles C. Jones, 
Jr. were very similar to early years of other planter 
children in the South. Jones received an education from 
1
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., The History of Georgia, (New 
York: Houghton Mifflin, [1969, cl883]). 
2
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mary Ruth Jones, May 11, 
1888, Biographical File of Charles C. Jones, Jr., Georgia 
Historical Society, Savannah. 
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private tutors, he learned to hunt and ride a horse 
skillfully, and he possessed a sense of honor from his 
family tradition. On the other hand, the Jones children 
were different from many planter children in that from 
their births they could not play with the young slaves, and 
as Catherine Clinton noted, the boys did not fraternize 
with the slave woman.3 
In the years Jones spent at Princeton, he showed a 
particular aptitude for math, which helped him later in 
life as an artillery officer in the Confederate Army. At 
Harvard, Jones not only received his law degree, but he 
also became more aware of his Southernness from his 
exposure to New England abolitionists. During the trial of 
Anthony Burns, Jones clearly defined what it meant to be 
Southern, and he identified himself with the group. 
Upon his return to Savannah, Jones quickly joined the 
ranks of the prominent lawyers in the city. Under the 
watchful care of veteran lawyer and politician John E. 
Ward, Jones progressed in his legal profession and his 
political career. At age twenty-eight, Mayor Jones led the 
3
 Catherine Clinton, The Plantation Mistress: Woman's 
World in the Old South (New York: Pantheon Books, 1982) , 
211. 
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largest city in Georgia through the turbulent period of 
secession. 
During the war, Jones's tour of duty was not 
particularly spectacular. He was literally in a backwater 
for most of the war, but the record seems to indicate that 
he served his region to the best of his ability. In spite 
of a call to Virginia, Jones stayed close to home, 
exhibiting the regional preference and possessiveness that 
John S. Reed described in The Enduring South." 
After the war, Jones moved away from his beloved South 
only to return with a vengeance eleven years later. While 
in New York, Jones wrote the first of his two best-known 
works, Antiquities of the Southern Indians. Particularly of 
the Georgian tribes, which was reprinted in 1983. While 
Jones did not appreciate the "Yankee" influences he saw in 
New York, he did describe the time as very beneficial to 
his literary career. Jones wrote to his daughter, 
My association with the literary gentlemen and 
Societies of the Metropolis was most agreeable. My 
eyes were opened, my ideas enlarged, and my 
4
 John S. Reed, The Enduring South: Subcultural 
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aspirations elevated. I will always be glad of this 
northern residence at this special epoch in my life.' 
When Jones returned to Georgia, he joined the 
Confederate Survivor's Association and became the group's 
"spiritual leader" as Gaines Foster called him.0 As 
president of the C.S.A., Jones proceeded upon a memorable 
career as an advocate of the Old South. In addition, he 
produced several historical works on south Georgia topics 
including histories of Savannah and Augusta. In 1893, 
Jones's illustrious local career finally came to an end, 
and the men of the Confederate Survivors Association 
mourned the death of their leader. 
A number of historians and archeologists of the 
twentieth century have given Jones high praise. In 1939, 
Charles C. Harold spoke about archeology at the ninety- 
ninth anniversary of the Georgia Historical Society. He 
remembered Jones in his speech as a distinguished member 
who was the "leading authority on the subject of 
5
 Charles C. Jones, Jr., to Mary Ruth Jones, May 11, 
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prehistoric man in Georgia."7 Ellis Merton Coulter praised 
Jones in his speech at the Georgia Historical Society for 
the "scholarship" employed in the writing of The History of 
Georgia.8 Robert Preston Brooks cited Jones as one of the 
"two or three best historians the state [of Georgia] has 
produced."9 On the 124 anniversary of the Georgia 
Historical Society in 1963, Spencer B. King, Jr., spoke 
about feeling humbled when he received an invitation to 
give the annual address. He stated, "I am even more aware 
of this when I look back to the year 1881, and find that 
the annual address on that occasion was delivered by one of 
Georgia's great historians, Charles C. Jones, Jr."10 
Because of his complex and varied career, Jones is an 
interesting subject. He was a politician, a soldier, a 
noted archeologist, one of the first historians of Georgia, 
Charles C. Harold, "Archeology with Especial 
Reference to Recent Investigations in the Interior and on 
the Coast," Georgia Historical Quarterly 23 (Spring 1939): 
56 . 
8
 E. Merton Coulter, "The Early Historians of Georgia," 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 31 (Fall 1947): 193. 
9
 Robert P. Brooks, "Wormsloe House and Its Masters," 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 4 0 (Summer 19 56) : 103. 
10
 Spencer B. King, Jr., "The Georgia Historical 
Society: Achievements and Aspirations," Georgia Historical 
Quarterly 47 (Fall 1963): 296. 
and a lawyer in both the South and the North. Jones's 
writings cover topics from pre-historic history to current 
events of his time. It would require another study 
altogether to combine the remaining events of Jones's life 
with his Southern thought, but the relationship needs to be 
explored. 
Charles C. Jones, Jr., was an individual who lived and 
died according to his regional consciousness and his value 
of Southern tradition. This examination of Jones's life 
reveals a resilient Southerner in action, making decisions 
in war and peace, leaving the South, and finally returning 
to Georgia. Northern education could not overcome Jones's 
resilient Southernness. His devotion to the South did not 
stop when the war ended the Old South. Jones's 
Southernness was not restricted to a specific geographic 
location but romantically speaking, it was guarded in his 
heart. 
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